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TEACHING POSITIONS
2008-Present	Associate Professor of History, Georgetown University
2005-2008	Assistant Professor of History, Georgetown University
2003-2005	Assistant Professor of History, Pacific Lutheran University
2002-2003 Lecturer in History, Harvard University


EDUCATION
Ph.D. in History, 2002							      Harvard University
A.M. in History, 1997							      Harvard University
M.Phil. in Irish Studies, 1995 (first class honors)		      University College Galway, Ireland
B.A. in History (summa cum laude), 1993				           Mount Holyoke College


BOOK 
What This Cruel War Was Over: Soldiers, Slavery, and the Civil War (New York: Knopf, April 2007). Winner of Avery O. Craven Award given by the Organization of American Historians for 
best book on any aspect of antebellum, Civil War, or Reconstruction history.
	Lincoln Prize Honorable Mention, given by the Gilder Lehrman Institute and the Lincoln 
and Soldiers Institute of Gettysburg College for best book on Lincoln or the Civil 
War.
	Named one of Best Books of 2007 by Chicago Tribune
Jefferson Davis Prize Honorable Mention given by the Museum of the Confederacy for the best book on the Civil War South
	Virginia Literary Award Honorable Mention in Nonfiction
Finalist for Frederick Douglass Award for best book on any aspect of slavery, abolition, or resistance to slavery worldwide.

WORKS IN PROGRESS
Time in the Desert: From Slaves to Citizens In the Nineteenth-Century United States.  Under contract with Knopf. (Working title only.)

A House Divided: A Documentary Reader of the Civil War, co-editor with Ari Kelman. Under contract with 
Oxford University Press.

Wisconsin’s War: The Civil War in Documents, “Civil War in the Great Interior” series, Ohio University Press.


ARTICLES
“Can Soldiers Tell Us Anything about Lincoln,” Soldier Studies website, Summer 2010.

“Of Turning Points and Milestones: Lewis E. Lehrman’s Lincoln at Peoria,” H-Net Reviews, July 2009.

“Demystifying Union Soldiers,” North and South 10:5 (March 2008), 84-89.

“’Like a Handle on a Jug’: Union Soldiers and Abraham Lincoln,” North and South 9:4 (August 2006), 34-46.

“Our Liberties and Institutions: What Union and Confederate Soldiers Thought the Civil War Was About,” North and South 7:6 (October 2004), 12-25.

“Politics By Other Means: Soldiers’ Views of the American Civil War, 1861-1865,” Istorika (Athens, Greece), December 2001, 22-29.

“‘Title Page to a Great Tragic Volume:’ The Impact of the Missouri Crisis on Slavery, Race, and Republicanism in the Thought of John C. Calhoun and John Quincy Adams,” Missouri Historical Review, July, 2000, 365-88.

“’A Perfect Institution Belonging to the Regiment’: The Soldier’s Letter and Civil War Soldiers in Kansas,” Kansas History, Winter 2000, 284-97.

“’Tumbling into the Fight’: Charlotte Grace O’Brien, The Emigrant’s Advocate,” History Ireland, 1996, 44-49.

“The Other Half: Inventing Ireland,” Irish Studies Review, 1995, 21-25.

ESSAYS
“Wartime Nationalism and Race: Comparing the Visions of Confederate, Black Union, and White Union Soldiers,” in William Cooper and John McCardell, eds., The Transformation of America: Essays on the Civil War (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2009).
 
“The Order of Nature Would Be Reversed”: Slavery and the North Carolina Gubernatorial Election of 1864,” in Paul Escott, ed., North Carolinians in the Era of the Civil War and Reconstruction (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2008).

“’A Vexed Question’: Union Soldiers on Slavery and Race” in Aaron Sheehan-Dean (ed.), The View from the Ground (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 2007), 31-66.

Essays in Princeton Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History (Princeton University Press, 2009, The Essential Lincoln: A Political Encyclopedia (Congressional Quarterly Press, 2009), Encyclopedia of Reconstruction (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2006); Historical Encyclopedia of World Slavery (Santa Barbara: ABC-Clio, 1997); Major Acts of Congress (New York: Macmillan Reference, 2004); Reader’s Guide to Military History (London:  Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers, 2001), American National Biography (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999) 

Book reviews in Alabama Review, American Nineteenth Century History, Civil War History, Civil War Book Review, Georgia Historical Quarterly, Historian, Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association, Journal of American History, Journal of Illinois History, Journal of Southern History, Louisiana History, Maryland Historical Quarterly, Military History of the West, Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, Register of the Kentucky Historical Society, Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Washington Post.

INVITED TALKS AND LECTURES 
“Of Rags and Bones: The Birth of National Citizenship in Civil War Contraband Camps,” Cone Lecture at 
the University of Wyoming, September 20, 2011.

“Telling Tales about Lincoln: Views of Lincoln and the War Among Confederates, Union Soldiers, and 
Freedpeople,” University of Illinois Law School, April 1, 2010

“Lincoln and the Soldiers: An Exploration of a Complex Relationship,” Johns Hopkins University, March 
11, 2010.

“Lincoln, Race, and Democracy,” Smithsonian Museum of American History, February 18, 2010.

“Loss, Lincoln’s Fellow Travelers, and the Destruction of Slavery,” Lincoln Group of Washington, D.C., 
Oct. 20, 2009.

“War of Invasion-War of Liberation: Occupied Nashville, the Civil War, and Emancipation in the Upper 
South,” June 2009, Nashville, TN.

“America’s Defining Conflict:  Through the Eyes of Soldiers, Slaves, and Women,” The Museum of the Confederacy, July 2009.

History Workshop Series, University of Delaware, April 2009.

Historical Literacy Project (NEH-sponsored for teachers), Delaware April 2009

Teaching American History Grant seminar for teachers at Adams National Historic Site, April 2009

“Better Angels: Lincoln the Leader, Lincoln the Led,” Lincoln Symposium at Brown University, February 2009.

“The Case Against False Dichotomies: Soldiers and Lincoln, Union and Liberty,” Villanova University, February 2009.

“Unintentional Experiments in Untidy Laboratories: Redefining Citizenship in Union Army Contraband Camps in the Civil War South,” University of Florida Symposium “Understanding the South, Understanding America,” January 2009.

“Teaching about Civil War Soldiers,” New York University, October 8, 2008.

“Soldiers and Slavery,” Manassas City Museum, September 28, 2008.

“Soldiers, Lincoln, and Slavery,” Lincoln Cottage, Washington, D.C., September 18, 2008.

“Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory: Soldiers and God in the Summer of 1863,” Gettysburg National Military Park, July 4, 2008.

“Lincoln’s America: Soldiers, Lincoln, The Election of 1864, and the Meaning of the Union’s War,” Gilder Lerhman Institute, Gettysburg College, July 4, 2008.

“What This Cruel War Was Over: Soldiers, Slavery and the Civil War.” City College of New York (May 2008). 

“Soldiers and Slavery,” Wisconsin Veterans Museum, April 2008. 
 
“Waystations Along a Crooked Road: Contraband Camps, Freedpeople’s Relocation, and the Elusive Meaning of Freedom,” Summersell Lecture in Civil War History, University of Alabama, March 2008. 
 
“What This Cruel War Was Over,” Invited address to annual meeting of Sons of Union Veterans, January 2008.

“Bringing the War Back Home: What Kind of Revolution Was the Civil War?” invited plenary address at “The Northern Civil War Home Front,” Vermont Humanities Council Conference, Essex, Vermont, Nov. 2007.

“Soldiers, Slavery and the Civil War,” Civil War Saturday, Pritzker Military Library, Chicago, Illinois, Oct. 2007.

“Civil War Soldiers and Slavery,” at the Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, May 2007.

“Wartime Nationalism and Race: USA and CSA,” at “In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Changed American Ideals,” American Civil War Center, Tredegar Iron Works, Richmond, Virginia, March 2007.

“What This Cruel War Was Over: Why Union and Confederate Soldiers Thought They Were Fighting the Civil War.”  National University of Ireland, Galway, Oct. 2001.

“Why Fight the War?” Civil War Institute, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, June 2001. 


CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
“Clashing Claims: Contraband Camps, Black and White Southern Civilians, and Changing Notions of Citizenship,” Organization of American Historians, March 2011.

 “Where in the World Should Johnny Reb Go Next?” Southern Historical Association, November 2009.
 
“How I Got Published,” Southern Historical Association, October 2008.

“Soldiers, Citizens, and Sources,” American Historical Association, Atlanta, Georgia, January 2007.

“Voting With Their Fear: Confederate Soldiers and the 1864 North Carolina Governor’s Election,” Southern Historical Association, Atlanta, Georgia, Nov. 2005. 

“Regimental Newspapers and How Soldiers Used Them to Maintain Links between Home Life and Army Life,” American Historical Association, Seattle, Washington, Jan. 2005.

“Revolution Rejected: Confederate Soldiers and the Black Enlistment Debate,” Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, Boston, Massachusetts, March 2004.

 “On the Frontiers of Civil War: The Border Wars and the Civil War,” Lawrence, Kansas, August 2000.

“At a Minute’s Notice:’ The South Boston Neighborhood House and Patterns of Irish Women’s Immigration, 1890-1920,” “The Scattering” Conference on the Irish Diaspora, Cork, Ireland, September 1997.

“Feeding Soup and Feeding Souls: The South Boston Neighborhood House,” New England Conference on Irish Studies, Providence, Rhode Island, 1996.

“Charlotte Grace O’Brien and Irish Women’s Immigration,” New England Conference on Irish Studies, St. Anselm College, New Hampshire, 1995.

Presentations to Civil War Roundtable groups in Washington, D.C., Maryland, the state of Washington, Oregon, Indiana, Kansas, and Missouri.



TEACHING
Courses Taught At Georgetown
History of Baseball and American Society 1840s-1950		
Civil War and Reconstruction				
Jacksonian Society and Politics	
The Coming of the Civil War, 1820-1861
Lincoln				
Studies in U.S. History to 1865					
The Antebellum South and the Confederacy	
19th c. United States History in International Perspective (Graduate Class)
American Studies Honors Thesis Advisor
History Honors Thesis Advisor					1
GUROP Faculty Mentor							1
Workshop Taught Through CNDLS: Syllabus Design and Construction 



