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Education

Ph.D. Indiana University, Bloomington, IN:  Summer 2005.

B.A. The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH: Spring 1998.

Specialization

Comparative Politics: Corruption; the development and impact of civil society; organized crime; deepening democracy; Mexican and Latin American politics.

Public Policy: Police corruption and professionalization; municipal governance; public participation in the policy process.

Current Position

Visiting Assistant Professor, School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University (2007-present)
Recent Positions

Bradley Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Government at Georgetown University (2005-2007).

Project Coordinator, The Culture of Lawfulness Project of the National Strategy Information Center (2005-2007).

Visiting Scholar and Co-coordinator for the “Border Water Project.” The Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies at the University of California, San Diego (2004-2005).

Current research project

Troubled Reforms: Efforts to Professionalize Local Law Enforcement in Mexico

The urgent need to professionalize Mexican police has been recognized since the early 1990’s.  And in fact, numerous elected officials and police chiefs have come to office promoting new policies and pledging to end the illegality and lack of professionalism that have plagued Mexican police departments.  However, at least in the arena of public perception, it appears that few gains have been made in actually improving police integrity and professionalism.  This research focuses on the challenges of policy design, implementation, and institutionalization to explain the lack of advances in professionalizing the police.  The research documents and explains the limitations of policy design, the failure of implementation of even well developed policies, and most importantly the lack of continuity across administrations.  Beyond these challenges, the research also explores the context in which the police operate.  The study examines the perverse incentives created by formal and informal rules of municipal governance, the negative impact of organized crime, the ambivalent relationship with civil society, and new incentives being created by the federal government.  

Recently published book
Nonprofits and their Networks: Cleaning the Waters along Mexico’s Northern Border

A flood of scholarship that has demonstrated the importance of associational life to democratic transitions, ‘making democracy work,’ and solving policy problems.  However, if these organizations are important for governance, my research asks: what are the implications for many countries in the developing world where the state has historically controlled societal forms of organization?  Focusing on the Mexican case, I use data from over 260 interviews, surveys, observation, and secondary sources to understand the emergence and development of associational life.  I find that political change is a necessary pre-condition to the establishment of an independent nonprofit sector.  With the emergence of divided and competitive government, citizenship and autonomous organization become viable options available to concerned citizens.  Nonetheless, persistent informal rules of clientelism and cynicism continue to hinder their use.  As a result, organizations depend greatly on their networks.  Successful initiatives tend to have ties to ‘social infrastructure,’ such as the Church, U.S. nonprofits, or universities, which have provided an inflow of human and financial capital as well as norms supportive of autonomous associational life.

Publications 
“Organizaciones de la sociedad civil y sus redes.” Gestión de Redes Institucionales: ¿un nuevo modelo de gestión? Desafíos pendiente para América Latina.  Freddy Martinez y Cristina Zurbriggen, editors. México City:  Miguel Ángel Porrúa.  Forthcoming 2009.

“Two Steps Forward: Lessons from Chihuahua,” in Police and Public Security.  Robert A. Donnelly and David A. Shirk editors. San Diego: Transborder Institute. 2009. 

“Program Evaluation in Public Security Policy: Culture of Lawfulness” with John Bailey, Ricardo Martínez, and Luís Felipe Mantilla.  In Freddy Ramón Mariñez Navarro and Vidal Garza Cantú, editors. Política pública y democracia en América Latina: Del análisis a la implementación. Mexico City: Miguel Ángel Porrúa. 2009. 

Nonprofits and their Networks: Cleaning the Waters along Mexico’s Northern Border.  Tucson:  University of Arizona Press. 2008
“Thickening Civil Society: Explaining the Development of Associational Life in Mexico.” Democratization.  Vol. 15(2): 410-432. 2008.
“The Border Bottleneck: Drug Trafficking and Incentives for Police Corruption.” in Harlan Koff editor. Deceiving (Dis)Apperances: Analyzing Current Developments in Europe and North America’s Border Regions. Brussels: PIE/Peter Lang. 2007.
“Building Bridges: Binational Civil Society Cooperation and Water-Related Policy Problems.” The Journal of Environment and Development. Vol 14(4): 463-485. 2005. 
Working Papers
“Border Burden: Public security in Mexican border communities and the challenge of polycentricity.”  Likely to be included in a forthcoming edited volume: Theorizing Borders through Analyses of Power Relationships. Harlan Koff, editor.  Brussels: PIE/Peter Lang.

“Troubled Reform: A Problem of Continuity.” Likely to be included in an edited volume: La seguridad entre lo local y lo global: Los entornos latinoamericanos. José Carlos G. Aguíar and María Eugenia Suárez de Garay, editors. 
“Collusive Corruption in Disequilibrium: The Relationship between Organized Crime and Law Enforcement in Tijuana.” Under revision for publication in Latin American Politics and Society.

“Stuck in the Transition from Clientelism to Citizenship: Neighborhood Politics in Mexico.” Under revision for publication in the Mobilization. 

Police Rule of Law Instructor’s Manuals 

Contributing and lead author to twelve, specially tailored, “rule of law education” curricula for a variety of Latin American police departments including the Colombian National Police, the Panamanian National Police, several Mexican police departments in the states of Nuevo Leon, Sonora, Sinaloa, and Baja California, and the International Law Enforcement Academy.  These curricula have been developed under the auspices of the Culture of Lawfulness Project of the National Strategy Information Center in collaboration with partnering police agencies.  Each year they are taught to thousands of police and police leaders throughout the Americas. 

Conference Presentations:

“Troubled Reform: A Problem of Continuity.” Presented at the symposium La seguridad entre lo local y lo global: Los entornos latinoamericanos in Mexico City, Mexico: July 20-21, 2009.
“Border Burden: Public security in Mexican border communities and the challenge of polycentricity.  Presented at the Theorizing Borders through Analyses of Power Relationships Workshop in Schengen, Luxembourg: April 29-30, 2009. 

“Two Realities: Why Police Reforms Look Better on Paper than in Practice,” Presented at the Seminario Internacional de Seguridad y Convivencia Ciudadana: Experiencia y Lecciones de Latinoamérica in Chihuahua City, Mexico: March 18-20, 2009.

“Organizaciones de la sociedad civil y sus redes.” Presented at the conference Gestión de Redes Institucionales ¿Un Nuevo Modelo de Gestión? Monterrey, Mexico: September 4-5, 2008. 
“Two Steps Forward:  Explaining an Unusual Success Story in Mexican Police Reform.” 

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.  April 3-6, 2008. 

“Stuck in the Transition from Clientelism to Citizenship.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association. September 1-4, 2005.

“Crossing Borders:  Binational Civil Society Cooperation to Address Problems of Water and Sanitation.”  Paper presented at the Second Conference of the Border Water Project.  January 27-29, 2005.

“Explaining Civil Society Emergence: Nonprofits along Mexico’s Northern Border.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association.  September 2-5, 2004.

“Creating Opportunity: Civil Society-Government Relations along Mexico’s Northern Border.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association.  September 2-5, 2004.

“Creating Civil Society? Official Neighborhood Committees in Ciudad Juárez.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.  April 15-19, 2004.

“Civil Society – Government Network Integration: Water and Sanitation Policy Networks.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.  April 15-19, 2004.

“Coentrepreneurship: A Matter of Scarce Resources.”  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.  April 18-21, 2002.

“Private Sector Participation and Improving the Water and Sanitation Sector.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Political Science Association.  November 7-10, 2001.

Awards

· School of Foreign Service Faculty Research Grants (2008/2009).

· Bradley Fellowship (2005-2007).

· Fulbright García-Robles Fellowship (2003-2004).

· Association of Borderlands Study Best Graduate Student Paper Award (2005).

· Tinker Foundation Predissertation Research Award (2002 and 2003).

· Nomination for the Westview Press Best Graduate Student Paper Award (2003).

· Indiana University Graduate Student Conference Best Public Policy Paper (2003).

· Workshop in Political Theory and Policy Analysis Fellowship (2000).

Teaching Experience

Professor, Politics and Public Policy along the U.S.-Mexico Border, Georgetown University (Fall 2009)

Professor, Quantitative Methods for International Politics, Georgetown University 

(2007, 2008, 2009).
Professor, Corruption in the Developing World, Georgetown University (Summer 2008, 2009)

Professor, Analytical and Statistical Skills, Georgetown University (Spring 2008, 2009)

Teacher Trainer, The Rule of Law and a Culture of Lawfulness, The Culture of Lawfulness Project (2005-2007).

Instructor, International Political Controversy, Indiana University, (Spring 2003).

Associate Instructor, Introduction to American Politics, Indiana University (Fall 2002).

Associate Instructor, September 11: Before and After, Indiana University (Spring 2002).

Associate Instructor, Constitutional Law, Indiana University (Fall 2001).

Instructor, Institute for International Cooperation and Development (1999-2000).

Consulting Work

· Oxford Analytica, contributing author (2009)

· Latin American Working Group and Washington Office on Latin America, pro-bono consultant. (2009)

· CENTRA Technology, Inc., consultant (2008-2009) 

· National Strategy Information Center, curriculum writer (2007-2009)
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