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Katherine Benton-Cohen, Ph.D.

Department of History

Georgetown University

37th and O St., NW

Washington, DC 20057-1035

W 202-687-1524; kab237@georgetown.edu

EDUCATION

Ph.D.

University of Wisconsin-Madison, August 2002.



Program in U.S. Women’s History.



Preliminary Exam Fields: 1830-1930; Western History; Women’s History.

Minor: Latin American Studies.

Dissertation: “What about Women in the ‘White Man’s Camp’?: Gender, Nation, and the Redefinition of Race in Cochise County, Arizona, 1853-1941.” 
Dissertation Committee: Professors Linda Gordon (Chair), William Cronon, Susan L. Johnson, Camille Guerin-Gonzales (Chicano/a Studies), and Arnold Alanen (Landscape Architecture).

M.A.

University of Wisconsin-Madison, May 1997.



Programs in American History and U.S. Women’s History.


Master’s Thesis: “Border Jews, Border Marriages, Border Lives: Mexican-Jewish Intermarriage in the Arizona Territory, 1850-1900.” 

A.B.

Princeton University, June 1994, summa cum laude.



Major: History; Certificate in American Studies.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Assistant Professor of History, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., Fall 2007-.

Undergraduate courses: U.S. History 1865-present, Invention of the Illegal Alien, Women and Immigration in the United States, U.S. Women’s History, Race and Gender in the American West. Graduate independent readings in borderlands history.
Assistant Professor of History and Women’s and Gender Studies, Louisiana State University and A&M—Baton Rouge, Fall 2003-Spring 2007.

Undergraduate courses: U.S. History 1865-present; U.S. Women’s History; Research seminar on Race in the American West; Independent Studies and Honors Thesis Advising
Graduate seminars: U.S. History, 1877-1930; Research Methods
​
Lecturer, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Fall 2002. 

Course taught: Women in America, Colonial Era to 1870.  

Teaching Assistant, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1996-2000.

Urban History; Immigration and Ethnicity; The Civil War Era; United States: 1877-1914.

Research Assistant, Professor Gerda Lerner, UW Professor of History, emerita.  May-October 2001.

Research Assistant, Professors Ronald Numbers and Judith W. Leavitt, Department of History of Medicine, January 2000-January 2001.

PUBLICATIONS

Book:

Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the Arizona Borderlands.  Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, April 2009.  (peer-reviewed)
Articles:
“Common Purposes, Worlds Apart: Mexican-American, Mormon and Midwestern Women Homesteaders in Cochise County, Arizona.”  Western Historical Quarterly 36, no. 4 (Winter 2005; special issue on western women’s and gender history): 429-452. (peer-reviewed)
“Docile Children and Dangerous Revolutionaries: The Racial Hierarchy of Manliness and the Bisbee Deportation of 1917.”  Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies 24, nos. 2-3 (2003): 30-50.  Winner of 2004 WHA Billington Prize.  Reprinted in Antonia Castañeda et al., eds. Gender on the Borderlands: The Frontiers Reader (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2007). (peer-reviewed)
Book Chapters:
“Women and the Settlement of the West.”  Introductory Essay in Doris Weatherford et al, A History of Women in the United States: State-by-State Reference.  Weston, MA: Grolier Academic Reference, 2003, 15-20.  Contribution by invitation.

Works In Progress:
The Last Immigration Crisis: The Dillingham Commission and Progressive America.  Book manuscript in process.

“Obstructed View: Mexicans and the Dillingham Commission,” Journal of American Ethnic History, under review.
“Making Americans and Mexicans in the Arizona Borderlands.”  In John Tutino, ed., Mexico and Mexicans in the History and Culture of the United State (Austin: University of Texas Press, under contract).  Contribution by invitation.  Submitted to editor.
“The Dillingham Commission and the World: Immigration in an Imperial Context,” In Melanie Shell-Weiss and Nora Faires, eds., Restricting Immigration: The Legacies and Lessons of the Dillingham Commission.  Under contract. 
Book Reviews
Book Review Essay: Brian DeLay, War of a Thousand Deserts: Indian Raids and the U.S.-Mexican War (Yale, 2009), American Indian Culture and Research Journal 33, no.3 (2009): 159-162.

Book Review: Cynthia Skove Nevels, Lynching to Belong: Claiming Whiteness through Racial Violence (Texas A&M, 2007), Journal of American Ethnic History 29, no. 1 (Fall 2009): 108-109.
Book Review Essay: Samuel Truett, Fugitive Landscapes: The Forgotten History of U.S.-Mexico Borderlands (Yale, 2006), Social History (August 2008): 348-349.
Book Review: Rebecca J. Mead, How the Vote Was Won: Woman Suffrage in the Western United States, 1868-1914 (New York University Press, 2004).  Journal of Arizona History (Winter 2005): 305-306.

Book Review: Virginia Scharff, Twenty Thousand Roads: Women, Movement, and the West (University of California Press, 2003).  Western Historical Quarterly 35, no. 4 (Winter 2004): 503-504.

Other Publications
“Mexican Wobblies.”  True West Magazine, August 2007, 48.  Contribution by Invitation.

PRIZES and RESEARCH AWARDS

Fellow, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, U.S. Studies and Urban Studies Division, Washington, DC, 2009-2010 ($66,700).

Fellowship, Kluge Center, Library of Congress, 2010 ($20,000, declined)

Participant, National History Center, NEH Immigration History Revisited Summer Institute, Library of Congress, July 2009 ($3200).

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Summer Stipend, 2009 ($6000).
Georgetown University Summer Research Grant, 2009 ($9500).
Invitee, Georgetown College Academic Council Annual Banquet and Award Ceremony, 2008-9.

Georgetown University Competitive Research Grant, Fall 2008 ($2000).

Georgetown University Junior Faculty Research Leave, Spring 2009.

Georgetown University Summer Research Grant, 2008 ($9500).

LSU Junior Faculty One-Semester Sabbatical Leave, fall 2006.

LSU Faculty Research Grant, 2006-7 ($10,000).

Southern Methodist University Clements Center for Southwest Studies One-Year Fellowship, 2006-7 (declined).

Newberry Library Monticello College Six-Month Fellowship, 2006-7 (declined).

LSU Council-on-Research Summer Grant Award, 2006.

LSU junior nominee, NEH Summer Stipend Program, 2005-6.

Butcher Scholar in Western Women’s History, Institute for the Study of the American West, Autry National Center, Los Angeles, Arizona, 2005-2006.

LSU Manship Summer Research Award, 2005.

Ray Allen Billington Article Prize, Western History Association, 2004.

LSU Council-on-Research Summer Grant Award, 2004.

Finalist, Lerner-Scott Dissertation Prize in U.S. Women’s History, 2003.

Nominee, Allan Nevins Dissertation Prize in American History, 2002.

Newberry Library Two-Month Short-Term Resident Fellow, May-June 2003.

Michigan Technological University Copper Country Collection Travel Grant, 2003.

Finalist, Woodrow Wilson Post-Doctoral Fellowship in the Humanities, 2002-03.

Coordinating Council for Women in History/Ida B. Wells Graduate Student Award, 2001.

Walter Rundell Award, Western History Association, 2001.

Irene Ledesma Prize, Coalition for Western Women’s History, 2001.

University Dissertator Fellowship, University of Wisconsin, 2001-02.

Mayers Short-Term Fellowship, Huntington Library, 2002 (declined).

Western Association of Women Historians’ Founders Graduate Student Fellowship, 2001; Honorable Mention, 2000.

University of Wisconsin Dissertation Travel Grants, 1999. 

Western History Association Graduate Student Conference Scholarship, 1998. 

Mellon Foundation Dissertator Seminar Fellowship, 1998. 

Paul J. Schrag Prize in German Jewish History, University of Wisconsin, 1998.

University Fellowship, University of Wisconsin, 1995-6; 1997-8.

Phi Beta Kappa, 1994.

Joline Thesis Prize in American History, Princeton University, 1994.

Bowers Thesis Prize in American Studies, Princeton University, 1994.

Hutten History Prize for course work, Princeton University, 1994.

Koren History Prize for course work, Princeton University, 1993.
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
Chair, “Cultivating Community:  Gender, Religion, and Culture in Colonial and Nineteenth-Century California,” Western History Association—Lake Tahoe, to be held October 2010.

Invited Guest Lecturer, “The Dillingham Commission and Progressive-Era America,” UTEP Department of History Seminar Series, El Paso, Texas—March 2010.

Invited Book Lecture and Signing, El Paso Museum of History, El Paso, Texas—March 2010.

Invited Lecture on Ranching, Ed Shannon’s West, Symposium of Autry National Center and Huntington Library—Los Angeles, to be held May 2010.

Roundtable Panelist, Retrospective on John Higham’s Strangers in the Land, Immigration and Ethnic History Society Panel, Organization of American Historians—Washington, D.C., to be held March 2010.
Featured Book Discussion of Borderline Americans with commentary by Dr. Melanie Shell-Weiss and Dr. Eric Arnesen, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars—to be held December 2009.

“The Dillingham Commission Revisited in an age of Race and Gender Analysis,” paper given on Citizenship, Gender, and Race Panel, American Studies Association—Washington, D.C., November 2009.
Commentator, Panel on “Mexican Cities,” Urbanization in the Americas Conference—Georgetown University Americas Initiative, March 2009.
“'An International Controversy, If Not War': The Cowboy Crisis in Mexico.” Western History Association—Salt Lake City, October 2008.

“The Ambivalence of Race: The Dillingham Commission and Mexican Immigrants.” The Historical Society Conference—Baltimore, June 2008.

Panelist, Borderlands Roundtable, American Historical Association—Washington, D.C., January 2008.

Panelist, Race in the American West roundtable, Organization of American Historians—New York City, April 2008.
Commentator, Panel on women and homesteading, Western History Association—Oklahoma City, OK, October 2007.

“Making Americans and Mexicans in the Arizona Borderlands,” “Mexico and Mexicans in the Making of the United States” Conference, Georgetown University Americas Initiative, April 2007. 

Chair, Roundtable on Katrina Recovery, American Society for Environmental History, Annual Meeting—Baton Rouge, March 2007. 

Visiting Professor, Women’s History Methods, LSU History 7908 Graduate Research Methods Seminar, Fall 2006.

Film Presentation of Lonestar, LSU Summer Reading Program Continuing Discussion Series, November 2006.
Irene Ledesma Prizewinners Panel on Western Women’s History Scholarship, Western History Association—St. Louis, Missouri, October 2006.

 “White Man’s Camp: Gender, Race, and Nation on the Arizona-Mexico Borderlands.”  Autry Western Workshop—Los Angeles, April 2006.

“Married to the Mines: Men, Women, and Labor Strife in New Deal Arizona.”  Organization of American Historians (OAH) Meeting—Washington, D.C., April 2006.

“Race, Gender, and Land Ownership in the Nineteenth Century: The Case of Tres Alamos, Arizona.”  Newberry Library Rural History Seminar—Chicago, February 2006.

“‘The People of Sonora Are Not Our Enemies’: Race, Gender, and Colonialism in the Nineteenth-Century Arizona Borderlands.”  Nineteenth-Century Studies Conference—Baton Rouge, April 2005.

Chair and Commentator, “Colonial Feminisms,” Louisiana History Association Conference—Lafayette, Louisiana, March 2005.

“Vigilantism as Corporate Policy: Before and After the Bisbee IWW Deportation of 1917.”  Western History Association—Las Vegas, Nevada, October 2004.

Chair and Commentator, Panel on “Southern Feminisms,” Women’s and Gender Studies Graduate Conference, Louisiana State University—Baton Rouge, April 2004.

 “White Man’s Camp: Gender and the History of Race in the Arizona Borderlands, 1880-1942.”  Gender History Workshop, Pennsylvania State University—State College, April 2004.  By Invitation.
“Homes for ‘Robust Americans’: Gender, Citizenship, and Urban Planning in Warren, Arizona, 1906-1918.”  Coordinating Council for Women in History Prizewinners’ Panel, American Historical Association—Chicago, January 2003.

“Warren, Arizona: A Case Study of Race, Urban Planning, and Paternalism on the Border, 1905-1917.”  Border Cities/Border Cultures Conference—University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, November 2002.

“‘Women and Children Off the Streets’: Race, Gender, and the Bisbee IWW Deportation of 1917.”  Gender in the Borderlands Conference—San Antonio, July 2001.

“‘To Make a Living in Someone Else's Kitchen’: Race, Gender, Reform, and the State in Cochise County, Arizona, 1900-1930.”  Western History Association Annual Meeting—San Antonio, TX, October 2000. 

“‘Something in a Town Way’: Sex, Settlement, and Segregation in Cochise County, Arizona, 1900-1940.”  Women’s West Conference—Pullman, WA, July 2000.  

“‘The Baby Making Metropolis of the United States’: Race, Public Health, Private Power, and Progressivism on the Arizona Border.”  Brown Bag Discussion, UW Department of the History of Medicine, December 2000.

“Company Town Planning, Social Geography, and Gender in Bisbee, Arizona.” Panel Presentation in honor of Women’s History Month.  UW History Departmental Luncheon, Spring 2000.

 “Border Jews, Border Crossings, Border Selves: Mexican-Jewish Intermarriage in the Arizona Territory, 1860-1900.”  Western Jewish Studies Association—Tucson, Arizona, April 1997.  

“‘No Place for Gardening’: Anglo Women and the Sonoran Desert Landscape, 1863-1912.”  Arizona-New Mexico Historical Convention—Tucson, Arizona, April 1995. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

1. Professional Service

Western History Association (WHA):

Member, Committee on WHA’s Future, 2009-.


Member, Working Group on Race and Racial Formation, 2009-.

Conference Program Committee, Annual Meeting—Salt Lake City, October 2008. 

Coalition for Western Women’s History (CWWH):

Planning Committee Member, Irene Ledesma Remembered, CWWH Session at WHA Conference, 2005-6.

Prize Committee Member, Irene Ledesma Dissertation Research Award, 2004-7; Chair 2006-7.


Mentor to Dr. Hester Torrie (Ph.D., Univ. of Oregon, 2008), CWWH Mentoring Program.

American Society for Environmental History: Local Arrangements Committee, Baton Rouge, 2007.
Manuscripts Reviewed for Yale University Press, University of Arizona Press, and Western Historical Quarterly.
2. Community Outreach and Service
Mentor, AVID Program for First-Generation College Students, Tempe High School, Tempe, Arizona 2009-2010.
Panelist in online feature, “Exploring Hispanic Identity,” The Newshour with Jim Lehrer, July 2009, www.pbs.org/newshour/video/share.html?s=news01n2c78qa65
Featured Guest on Georgetown University Forum, Public Radio Broadcast, August 2009.
http://explore.georgetown.edu/news/?ID=43454
Outstanding Volunteer Award for the Early Childhood, Youth and Family – Preschool Program of the Washington, DC Jewish Community Center, Spring 2009.
Chair, Fundraising Committee, DC Jewish Community Center Preschool, 2008-2009.
Guest lectures on educational goals and book-writing, Tempe High School, Tempe, Arizona, May 2009. 
Interview, PBS American Experience documentary, Wyatt Earp, produced by Robert Rapley for WGBH, 
to be aired January 25, 2010.
Board Member, Baton Rouge Mid-City Historic Cemeteries Coalition, 2004-2005.

Scholar, Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities Prime Time Reading Program, St. Gabriel, Louisiana, 2004-2006.
3. Georgetown University Service

Member, Americas Initiative, 2007-.

Member, Chair Election Committee, Department of History, Fall 2008.

Search Committee, Visiting Faculty in US History, Spring 2008. 

Migration Working Group, Georgetown University, Institute for the Study of International Migration.

Committee on Master’s of Arts in Global, International, and Comparative History (MAGIC) Program, 
Department of History, 2008-9.

Guest lecturer on women’s and gender history, History 580, U.S. Historiography, Prof. Maurice Jackson,
Spring 2009.

Guest lecturer, History 760, Graduate Methods Course, Prof. Alison Games, Fall 2007. 
4. Georgetown University Advising

Undergraduate Honors thesis advising: 
Christine Gallagher (American Studies), Heidi Schultheis (American Studies), Alfredo Fletes (SFS, Culture and Politics).
Ph.D. committees: Larisa Veloz; Rodolfo Fernandez, Alan P. Capps (outside member, George Mason University)

Ph.D. General Exam Committees: Rodolfo Fernandez 

Graduate Independent Studies: Borderlands History Tutorial, Fall 2007 (3 graduate students participated)
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS and MEMBERSHIPS
American Historical Association



Coalition for Western Women’s History

Coordinating Council for Women in History
Immigration and Ethnic History Society
Organization of American Historians

Western History Association




Potomac Corral of Westerners
