1

Rev. G. Ronald Murphy, S. J.


 Born: October 22, 1938

Professor 


                            Trenton, New Jersey

German Department



 Entered Society of Jesus:

Georgetown University



 August 15, 1956

Washington, D.C. 20057



 Ordained: June 7, 1969

Academic Degrees Earned
A.B.


Philosophy and Letters

St. Louis University, 1960

M.A.


German

St. Louis University, 1962

Ph.L.


(Licentiate in Philosophy)

St. Louis University, 1963

M.Div. 

              Master of Divinity

Woodstock College, 1969

Ph.D.


Germanic Languages and Literatures

Harvard University, 1974

Graduate Prize Fellow

Professional History
Aug. 1996-1997

Chair, Department of German

1993


Full Professor

                    


German Department

                    


Georgetown University

Summer 1992

Pastor, Salvator Church

Lichtenrade, Berlin, Germany

1980-1993

Associate Professor/tenure

German Department

Georgetown University

1984-1988

Rector, Jesuit Community

Georgetown University

1978-present

Chaplain

Byzantine Rite at Georgetown

1974


Assistant Professor

German Department

Georgetown University

1974-1984

Assistant Director

Jesuit Boys Home

Glenn Dale, Maryland

June 1969

Ordained priest by 

Archbishop Cardinal Sheehan

Baltimore, Maryland

1963-1966

Member of Faculty (German and Religion)

Loyola High School

Baltimore, Maryland

Professional Affiliations/Awards

1997-present

Member, 50th Anniversery Committee of the FLL

1997-present

Member, College Curriculum Committee

1994-1996           

Member, Transition Task Force (SLL & College)

1993 


Made a Knight of Malta by the Sovereign Military Order of Saint John 





of Jerusalem, Priory of Quebec (for research on the Heliand and the 



              

Germanic-Christian origins of knighthood)

1992-1996

Member, Faculty Senate

1990-present

Member, Society for Germanic Philology

1990-1994

Member, University Adjudication Committee

1989


Rank and Tenure Committee

(1982-1985)

Georgetown University

1988-present

Mentor, Astronomy Club

Georgetown University

1988-1994

Board of Directors

Loyola High School, Baltimore, MD

1988-1992

Library Committee

Georgetown University

1987-1990

Executive Council

School of Languages and Linguistics

Georgetown University

1987-1993

Board of Directors

St. Joseph's University

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

(Chairman, Student Affairs Committee)

1987


Alpha Sigma Nu

National Jesuit Honor Society

1986-1987

Chairman

Core Curriculum Review Committee

1986-1987

Andrew W. Mellon Award for

1985-1986

Distinguished Lecturing in 

Language and Linguistics

Georgetown University

1980-1995
     
Board of Directors

Georgetown University Press

1974-present

Member, Modern Language Association

1974-present

Member, American Association 

of Teachers of German

1974-1984

Member, International Brecht Society

1970-1974

Awarded Graduate Prize Fellowship,

at Harvard University through the Ford 






             

 Foundation (full tuition, room & board 






              

and living expenses)

Educational Background
1969-1974

Doctoral Studies

Harvard University

Cambridge, Massachusetts

1967-1969

Theology Studies

Woodstock College, Maryland

1966-1967

Theology Studies

Frankfurt, Germany

1959-1966

Philosophy, German Literature Studies

St. Louis University

St. Louis, Missouri

1956-1960

Spirituality, Classical Greek and Latin  






             

Jesuit Novitiate

Wernersville, Pennsylvania

Teaching and Professional Experience
1963-1966

German teacher for juniors and seniors, Loyola High School, 



              


Baltimore, MD. (using Müller - Georgetown Method)

1965


German instructor for Georgetown in Salzburg 

during the summer session (June - July)

1967-1968

Instructor in the Senior Seminar in Theology and Literature at 



              


Loyola College, Baltimore, MD 

Course Title:  "God and Man in Modern German Literature."

1971-1972

Teaching Fellow at Harvard - conducted the Intermediate Level 



             


 language course (shorter works of modern German Literature read 



             

 and discussed in class in German) - conducted the German-




             

 speaking section of the Survey of German Literature from the 



              


beginnings to the Middle Twentieth Century under Jack Stein

1970-1974

Director of Priestly Formation for the Society 





             


of Jesus in New England at Weston College, 





            


 Cambridge, Mass.

1974-present  

Assistant Professor of German, Georgetown University

1980-1993

Associate Professor of German/tenure

Georgetown University


Courses Taught
Intermediate German for Biology and Science Majors 

A lifelong interest in astronomy has enabled me to invest a certain extra 


             


 personal concern.

Intermediate German is primarily for Humanities and 




             


 School of Foreign Service majors; utilizes creative comparison of German 


             

 and English.

Advanced German
Survey of German Literature
Contemporary German Drama ‑ Brecht is the major figure of the course and is also 


                           

the occasion for a focus on war and peace and the role in literature of both Wars: 



           

from Goering(s Seeschlacht and Kaiser(s Gas trilogy, to Brecht(s Mutter Courage, 


                          

Frisch(s Andorra and Dürrenmatt(s Die Physiker.

Trends and Directions ln German Literature since Goethe
is a study of the major theme of evil's origins in nineteenth‑century literature up to 


                           

and including Naturalism. Selected works include those of Büchner, Kleist, 



                              Gotthelf, Keller, Meyer, Storm, and Fontane.

Contemporary German Literature: The Search for Identity
Selected works of Rilke, Kafka, Thomas Mann.

German Classicism is a contrastive analysis of the most influential dramas of 



                           
Goethe and Schiller.

German Romanticism examines the renewal of mythological poetry and thought in 


                           

Novalis, Tieck and Eichendorff, with a concentration on the Märchen of the 



                          
Brothers Grimm.

From the Heroic to the Anti‑Hero: The Protagonist in Early German Literature. 



             

Hildebrandslied, Nibelungenlied, Wolfram's Parzival, and Gottfried's Tristan are 



            

 read and discussed with a view to the origins and decline of knighthood.

The German Novella in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century follows the 



                           
evolution of the novella in Germany and includes both literary analysis of selected 



             

texts and the critical evaluation of literary theory pertaining to the novella. Authors 


                            

include Chamisso, Gotthelf, Grillparzer, Kleist, Keller, Lenz, Meyer, and Stifter.

From Luther to Lessing. The literature of the Reformation, Baroque and 




              

Enlightenment periods, with special emphasis on the interrelationship of literature 



             

and religion. Interpretation of selected works include Luther's Schriften, Erasmus' 



             

Lob der Torheit, Hans Sachs' Fastnachtsspiele und Schwänke, Sebastian Brandt's

Narrenschiff, Grimmelshausen's Simplicissimus, and Lessing's Nathan der Weise.

The Heliand seminar is devoted to one of my specializations, the Old Saxon 



                           
Gospel. Through in-depth examination of the work, the course introduces students 


                          

to the contemplative integration of Northern‑European elements and the Christian 


                           

gospel as the unknown poet of The Heliand realized these in his spiritual and 



                           
literary masterpiece.
Seminar: The Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm. 

Publications

Books:

Brecht and the Bible (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1979).

The Saxon Savior: The Germanic Transformation of the Gospel in the Ninth Century Heliand. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1989; 2nd printing, 1994.)

The Heliand, The Saxon Gospel. A Translation and Commentary.  (New York: Oxford 
  
     
                   University Press, 1992; 3rd printing 1994.)

The Owl, the Raven and the Dove. The Religious Meaning of the Grimms( Magic Fairy  Tales. (New York: Oxford, 


2000.)


Gemstone of Paradise: The Holy Grail in Wolfram’s Parzival. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006.)

Articles:
   

"Brecht's Pocket Bible," The German Quarterly, 50 (1977), 474‑84.

"A Ceremonial Ritual: The Mass," The Spectrum of Ritual: A Biogenetic Structural 


                            Analysis, ed. Eugene d' Aquili, et al. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1979),  318‑41.

"Georgetown's Shield: Utraque Unum, " Splendor and Wonder: Jesuit Character, 

                       


Georgetown Spirit, and Liberal Education, ed. William J. O'Brien (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown                                            
University Press, 1988), 23‑38.

"Magic in the Heliand", Monatshefte, 83:4 (Winter, 1991), 386‑97.

"Symmetrical Structure in the Heliand", The German Quarterly, 65:2 (Spring, 1992), 153‑158.

"The Ancient Origins of German and English Beer", with Susanna Wunner, Beer, the Magazine, 7 (May/June, 1995): [proposes `bar-ley' as the common root of the words: beer, brew, bread, and barley]

(A Tale of Ale, or The Saint and the Brew.( Beer, the Magazine, 10 (December, 1995: [gives 5th century evidence that the origin of the word (ale( is the magic word (alu( used in incantations] 

(Light in the Heliand,( Monatshefte 89:1 (Spring, 1997), 5-17.

(The Night Before He Suffered,( Spiritual Life, 43:3 (Fall, 1997), 131-144. 

(Yggdrasil, the Cross and the Christmas Tree,( America (December 1997). 

(Mid alofatun, Secular Beer, Sacred Ale,( Interdigitations. A Festschrift for Irmengard Rauch . 1998 .

 (Binding Cloths,( Spiritual Life, 44:4 (Winter, 1998), 195-8.

(The Merry Message, Christmas in the Heliand,( Company, 16:2 (Winter, 1998), 9-12.

(From Pagan Warrior to Christian Knight,( Arthurian Literature and Christianity: Notes from the 20th Century, ed. Peter Meister (New York: Garland, 1999).



Public lectures on The Heliand, Christianity and Paganism in Medieval German Literature, the Grail in Parzival, Martin Luther and biblical translation, The Spirituality of the Grimms( Fairy Tales, Franz Kafka, Bertolt Brecht,  as well as Catholic  Liturgy, and Realization‑Theory in literature and teaching.

Service to the Community: Assistant Director of the Jesuit Boys' Home, a small foster home for 6‑8 boys from broken homes who have come under the provenance of the court system; organized weekends at the Jesuit Boys' Home for Georgetown students desiring to do service in the community. Continued work with "alumni" to present.

Language Ability: German, Spanish, French, Latin and classical Greek. Some small ability in Russian and Hebrew.

