PAUL L. HECK

Associate Professor, Theology Department, Georgetown University
EMPLOYMENT

2004—

Georgetown University: Associate Professor since 2008

2010—

Muhammad V University, Rabat, Affiliated Faculty, Dept. Islamic Studies
2008—2009
Muhammad V University, Rabat, Fulbright Visiting Professor
2007
John Carroll University, Tuohy Chair of Inter-religious Studies (Spring)
2001—2004
Princeton University: Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts
2000—2001
Georgetown University: Post-doctoral research fellow for the Encyclopaedia of



the Qur’an with teaching appointment in the Department of History
STUDY OF RELIGIONS ACROSS CIVILIZATION: Cross-cultural exchange program around the study of religion in conjunction with Muhammad V University, Rabat, with funding from the Institute for Intercultural Studies and the Fund for Innovation in Public Diplomacy: 2010—
EDUCATION

Ph.D.
University of Chicago, Islamic Studies, 2000

M.St.
Oxford University, Classical Literature, 1990

B.A.
Harvard University, Classical Literature, 1988
Additional educational experience: University of Jordan, entirely in Arabic, 1995-96 and 1997-98
ADMININISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE (selection)

Graduate Admissions Committee (Theology): 2005—


Search Committees: (Arabic Studies), 2004, 2009; (Theology, 2007)


Steering Committee: (Berkley Center), 2005—

AWARDS (selection)

Whiting Fellowship, University of Chicago (1999-2000); Fulbright Fellowship, University of Jordan (1997-1998); Summer grants: Turkey (1997/1998) and Syria (2002/2003); Georgetown Faculty (2006/2008).

PUBLICATIONS
Books

1) Common Ground: Islam, Christianity, and Religious Pluralism, Georgetown; Washington, DC 2009

2) Sufism and Politics: The Power of Spirituality (ed.), Markus Wiener: Princeton 2006

3) The Construction of Knowledge in Islamic Civilization, Brill: Leiden 2002

Articles
Published

“Language Theory and State Officials in the Reign of al-Muqtadir,” in J. Nawas (ed.), 'Abbasid Studies II Occasional Papers of the School of 'Abbasid Studies, Leuven, 28 June - 1 July 2004 (Leuven: Peeters 2010), pp. 271-282.
“Joveyni, Emam al-Haramayn,” Encyclopedia Iranica, vol. 15 (2009), 68-71

“The Politics of Sufism: Is There One?” in Catharina Raudvere and Leif Stenberg (eds.), Sufism Today: Heritage and Tradition in the Global Community (I.B. Tauris: London 2008), pp. 13-29

“The Transmission of Knowledge in Islam,” in A. Rippin (ed.), The Islamic World (Routledge:

London 2008, pp. 312-324

“Doubts about the Religious Community (Milla) in al-Farabi and the Brethren of Purity,” in P.

Adamson (ed.), In the Age of al-Farabi: Arabic Philosophy in the 4th/10th Century (Warburg Institute: London 2008), pp. 195-213

“Muhammad al-Habach et le dialogue interreligieux,” in B. Dupret et al. (eds.), La Syrie au 

present (Actes Sud Sindbad: Paris 2007), pp. 413-420
“Noble Character in Islam,” Archiv für Religionswissenschaft 9 (2007): 37-50
“Sufism – What Is It Exactly?” Religion Compass 1 (2006): 148-164

“Mysticism and Morality: The Case of Sufism,” Journal of Religious Ethics 34 (2006): 253-286
“The Crisis of Knowledge in Islam (I): The case of al-‘Āmirī,” Philosophy East and West 56 (2006): 106-135
“Religion and the Authoritarian State: The Case of Syria,” Democracy and Society 4 (2005): 4-9
“Eschatological Scripturalism and the End of Community: The Case of Early Kharijism,” Archiv für Religionswissenschaft 7 (2005): 137-152
“Jihad Revisited,” Journal of Religious Ethics 32 (2004): 95-128
“Religious Renewal in Syria: The Case of Muhammad al-Habash,” Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 15 (2004): 185-207
“Politics and the Qur’ān,” 15,000 words, in J.D. McAuliffe (ed.), Encyclopaedia of the Qur’ān, vol. 4, Brill: Leiden, 2004. Other entries: “Poll-Tax” (1000 words), vol. 4; “Scrolls” (500 words), vol. 5; “Taxation” (2000 words), vol. 5; and “Vow” (500 words), vol. 5
“The Role of Law in ‘Abbasid Political Thought. From Ibn al-Muqaffa‘ (d. 139/756) to Qudāma b. Ja‘far (d. 337/948),” in J.E. Montgomery (ed.), Occasional Papers of the School of Abbasid Studies, Cambridge, 6-10 July 2002 (Peeters: Leuven 2004)
“The Epistemological Problem of Writing in Islam,” Studia Islamica 94 (2002): 85-114
“The Hierarchy of Knowledge in Islamic Civilization,” Arabica 48 (2002): 27-54
“Genres, Values and the Construction of Knowledge in Islamic Civilization,” The Bulletin of Middle East Medievalists 13 (2001): 34-36
“Orientalism and Post-Modernism. A Note on Studying Islam with Muslims,” Islamochristiana 26 (2001): 95-106
Forthcoming
“The Apostle Paul and the Apostle Muhammad: The Challenge of the Convert,” Islamochristiana 37 (2012)
“Is the King a Democrat: The Politics of Islam in Morocco,” in M. Kessler (ed.), proceedings of conference on political theology, Georgetown University, November 2008 (Oxford University Press)
“An Early Moroccan Response to Wahhabism: Debates over Intercession,” Studia Islamica (submitted)
“Noble Character and Classical Islamic Politics,” Festschrift in Honor of Professor Wadad al-Qadi
“Abu Yusuf,” “Advice,” “Bureaucracy,” “Knowledge,” “Mulla ‘Umar,” and “Usama Bin Ladin,” in Gerhard Böwering (ed.), Encyclopedia of Islamic Political Thought (Princeton University Press)
Reviews (selection)

* Modern Muslim Intellectuals and the Qur’an, S. Taj-Farouki (ed.): Die Welt des Islams

* Guests of God. Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic World, R.R. Bianchi: JNES


* Classification of Knowledge in Islam, O. Bakar: Bibliotheca Orientalis


* The Persian Presence in the Islamic World, R. Hovannisian and G. Sabagh (eds.): Iran-Shenasi


* Sufism and Theology, Ayman Shihadeh: Journal of Qur’anic Studies


* Muslim Communities of Grace, J.M. Abun-Nasr:

Languages: Arabic (very strong), Persian, Turkish, French, German, Classical Greek, Latin.

Numerous papers/public lectures delivered at professional societies, universities, and domestic and international conferences. Also, a range of articles in non-scholarly journals, e.g. “The Pope and the Prophet: Muslims See Shades of a Centuries-Old Ploy,” National Interest (Sept. 20, 2006).
Professional Societies:  American Academy of Religion (AAR), American Oriental Society (AOS), Middle East Medievalists (MEM), Middle East Studies Association (MESA).
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