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EDUCATION 

 
December 1999  Doctor of Philosophy, Microbiology 

   Yale University, School of Medicine 
 

December 1996  Master of Philosophy, Microbiology 
   Yale University, School of Medicine 
 

March 1992   Bachelor of Science, Molecular Biology   
   University of Buenos Aires, School of Sciences   
 
 

FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS 
 

May 2005   Excellence in Teaching Award SNHS Georgetown University 
 
Sept. 2002-Sept. 2004  Dimitri V. d’Arbeloff Fellowship in Biological Sciences 

 
Aug. 1995-Aug. 1996  Klingenstein Foundation Fellowship in Microbiology 
    
Aug. 1994-Aug. 1995  Yale University Student Fellowship 
 
March 1992   Honors Diploma University of Buenos Aires    
 
March 1990-June1991 Instituto Nacional de Tecnologia Agropecuaria (INTA) Student 

Fellowship  
MEMBERSHIPS 

 
American Society for Microbiology 

 
American Association for the Advancement of Sciences 
 



American Society for Cell Biology 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

August 2004-   Assistant Professor 
Present    Georgetown University, School of Nursing and Health Studies, 

Department of Human Science 
 
August 2004-   Associate Faculty 
Present Johns Hopkins University, Bloomberg School of Public Health, 

Department of Microbiology and Molecular Immunology 
 
March 2005- Guest Researcher 
Present    Laboratory of Experimental Gerontology,  

National Institute of Aging, NIH  
 
October 2000-   Postdoctoral Associate 
July 2004    Johns Hopkins University, School of Public Health 

Research work: Studies on programmed cell death using Sindbis 
virus as a model; mechanism of action of the antiapoptotic protein 
Aven.  Director: Dr. Marie Hardwick 

 
January 2000-   Postdoctoral Fellow 
August 2000   Yale University, School of Medicine 

Research work: Role of the WW domain of PDGF β receptor in 
activation.  Director: Dr. Dan DiMaio 

 
August 1994-   Ph.D. student 
December1999  Yale University, School of Medicine 

Thesis: Role of the juxtamembrane region of PDGF β receptor in 
activation.  Advisor: Dr. Dan DiMaio 

 
January1992-   Visiting Scientist  
June1994   Plum Island Animal Disease Center, USDA 

Research work: Characterization of African swine fever virus 
genes involved in viral pathogenesis; construction of recombinant 
viruses and in vivo testing for attenuation. Director: Dr. Dan Rock 

 
 
March1990-   Research Student Fellow  
June1991   Instituto Nacional de Tecnologia Agropecuaria, Argentina  

Research Work: Detection of foot and mouth disease virus using 
hybridization with non-radioactive nucleic acid probes and PCR. 

   Advisor: Dr. Marcos Rodriguez 
 



 
PATENTS SUBMITTED 
 
May 2004 The Cysteine Noose of the Attachment Protein of Respiratory 

Syncytial Virus Inhibits the Effects of Endotoxin and the Innate 
Immune Response. JHU Ref.: 4477. 

 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
August 2004-   Assistant Professor 
Present    Georgetown University, Department of Human Science 

Courses: Immunology, Molecular and Cellular Fundamentals of 
Health and Disease, Human Science Internship, Contemporary 
Issues in Health Science Seminar, Translational Health Science 
Internship in Argentina 

 
January 2004-   Adjunct Professor 
May 2004   Towson University, Department of Biology 

Course: Medical Microbiology 
 

February 2003   Lecturer, Literature Discussion 
   Johns Hopkins University, School of Public Health 
   Course: Advance Virology 
 

February 2003   Lecturer, Literature Discussion 
   Johns Hopkins University, School of Medicine 
   Course: Pharmacology 
 

February 2002   Lecturer, Literature Discussion 
   Johns Hopkins University, School of Public Health 
   Course: Advance Virology 
      

October 2001-   Project supervisor of lab rotation students 
July 2004   Johns Hopkins University, School of Public Health 

 
August 1999-   Teaching assistant  
December 1999  Yale University, School of Medicine 

   Course: Molecular Biology of Animal Viruses 
 

March 1995-   Project supervisor of lab rotation students 
December 1999  Yale University, School of Medicine 

 
April 1991-   Lecturer  
December 1991  University of Buenos Aires 

   Course: General Biology 



 
 
SERVICE 
 
March 2007-present  Member of the GUMC Research Committee  
 
January 2006-May 2006 Member of the Dean of Graduate School Search Committee 
 
August 2005-present  Member of the SNHS Strategic Planning Committee 
 
August 2005-present  Chair of Georgetown University SNHS Research Council 
 
August 2005-present Member of the Main Campus Education Abroad Strategic Planning 

Committee 
 
2005-2006 Member of the SNHS Retreat Planning Committee 
 
August 2004-December 2005 Organizer of the Horizons in Health Science Seminar series 
 
September 2004-May 2005 Member of the SNHS Steering Committee 
 
 
INVITED TALKS 
 
September 2004  Anti-apoptotic functions of Aven and Reaper 
    David Bodian Symposium on Programmed Cell Death 
    Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD 
 
February 2005 The cystine noose of the attachment glycoprotein of respiratory 

syncytial virus is a potent inhibitor of the innate immune response 
elicited by the virus and endotoxin 
Georgetown Infectious Disease Conference 
Georgetown University, Washington DC 

 
February 2005 Deadly Molecular Pathways: An expedition into the Suicide 

Machinery of a Cell 
 American Chemical Society SEP Section Meeting 
 Shippensburg University, Shippensburg, PA 
 
November 2005 Modulation of the innate and adaptive immune response by the 

respiratory syncytial virus  
 Department of Microbiology and Immunology 
 Georgetown University, Washington DC 
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Kuhn, H.M. and Irusta, P.M. (2007) Identification of a functional nuclear export sequence in the 
apoptosis-modulating protein Aven. Experimental Biology Meeting. Washington, DC, USA. 
 
Pinheiro, A.A., Morrot, A., Chakravarty, S., Bream, J., Irusta, P.M. and Zavala, F. (2006) IL-4 
induces a wide spectrum signaling in CD8+ T cells. Woods Hole Immunoparasitology Meeting. 
Woods Hole, Massachusetts, USA. 
 
Chang, J.W., Yamaza, H., Irusta, P.M. and Zou, S.  (2005) Characterization of the Drosophila 
melanogaster Ortholog of the Mammalian Anti-apoptotic Protein Aven. NIH Summer Research 
Program. NIH, Bethesda, Maryland, USA. 
 
Irusta, P.M., Colon-Ramos, D.A., Kornbluth, S. and Hardwick, J.M. (2004) Aven is a BH3-
containing protein that inhibits cytochrome c release and caspase activation. Apoptosis in 
Biochemistry and Structural Biology. Keystone Symposia, Colorado, USA. 
 
Irusta, P.M., Galonek, H.L, Lamos, E., Boersma, M., Vander Maten M.A., Burdeinick-Kerr, R. 
and Hardwick, J.M. (2004) Delivery of pro-apoptotic fly proteins via recombinant Sindbis virus 
causes programmed cell death in mosquito cells and high mortality in infected larvae and adult 
mosquitoes. Second International Malaria Research Conference, Baltimore, USA. 
 
Irusta, P.M., Colon-Ramos, D.A., Kornbluth, S. and Hardwick, J.M. (2003) The anti-death 
protein Aven exhibits both pre- and post-cytochrome c release anti-apoptotic activities that are 
mediated by BH3 and CARD domains. Beatson International Cancer Conference, Glasgow, 
Scotland  
 
Irusta, P.M., Colon-Ramos, D.A., Kornbluth, S. and Hardwick, J.M. (2003) The Bcl-XL-
binding protein Aven has pre- and post-cytochrome c release antiapoptotic activities. 
Programmed cell death. Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, New York, USA.  
 
Colon-Ramos, D.A., Irusta, P.M., Gan, E., Olson E., Song, J., Morimoto, R.I., Lombard, M., 
Hollingsworth, R., Hardwick,  J.M., Smith, G. and Kornbluth, S. (2003) Inhibition of translation 
and induction of apoptosis by bunyaviral non-structural proteins bearing sequence similarity with 
Reaper. Programmed cell death. Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, New York, USA.  
 
Irusta, P.M., Colon-Ramos, D.A., Kornbluth, S. and Hardwick, J.M. (2003) The anti-death 
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Symposia, Banff, Alberta, Canada. 
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Hollingsworth, R., Hardwick,  J.M., Smith, G. and Kornbluth, S. (2003) Bunyavirus non-
structural proteins with homology to Reaper modulate protein translation, induce apoptosis and 
bind to Scythe. Molecular Mechanisms of Apoptosis. Keystone Symposia, Banff, Alberta, 
Canada. 
 



Colon-Ramos, D.A., Irusta, P.M., Gan, E., Olson E., Song, J., Morimoto, R.I., Elliott, R., 
Lombard, M., Hollingsworth, R., Hardwick,  J.M., Smith, G. and Kornbluth, S. (2002) 
Translational inhibition and apoptotic induction by Bunyaviral small non-structural proteins 
bearing sequence similarity to Reaper. Gordon Research Conference on Cell Death, Waterville, 
Maine, USA. 
 
Irusta, P.M., Chau, N., Zou, S. and Hardwick, J.M. (2001) The anti-apoptotic protein Aven can 
function as a transcriptional regulator. Programmed cell death. Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, 
New York, USA. 
 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Irusta, P.M. and Hardwick, M.  (2004) Neuronal apoptosis pathways in Sindbis virus 
encephalitis. In: Viruses and Apoptosis 79-93. C. Alonso (Ed): Progress in Molecular and 
Subcellular Biology, Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg. 
 
Ivanovska, I. and Irusta, P.M.   (2007) Programmed cell death in unicellular organisms. In: New 
Cell Apoptosis Research. F. Columbus (Ed), Nova Science Publishers, New York. In 
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