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Employment

Associate Professor, Department of English, Georgetown University, 2006-present

Assistant Professor, Department of English, Georgetown University, 2000-2006

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of English, Fordham University, 1999-2000
Education
Ph.D.
1999
English and American Literature and Language, Harvard University

A.M.
1994
English and American Literature and Language, Harvard University

A.B.
1992
Chemistry, Harvard College (summa cum laude)

Publications
Book: Catholicism, Sexual Deviance, and Victorian Gothic Culture (Cambridge University Press, 2006)

Articles in Journals

“Epistemology of the Cloister: Victorian England’s Queer Catholicism,” GLQ 15:4 (Fall 2009): 535-564.

“Oxford’s Ghosts: Jude the Obscure and the End of the Gothic,” Modern Fiction Studies 46:3 (Fall 2000): 646-671.

Chapters in Volumes

“Oxford’s Ghosts: _Jude the Obscure and the End of the Gothic,” Gothic and Modernism: Essaying Dark Literary Modernity, ed. John Paul Riquelme (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008): 59-81; reprint of Modern Fiction Studies article.
“Owenson’s ‘Sacred Union’: Domesticating Ireland, Disavowing Catholicism in The Wild Irish Girl,” Troubled Legacies: Narrative and Inheritance, ed. Allan Hepburn (Univeristy of Toronto Press, 2007): 26-52.

“Confessing Stephen: the Nostalgic Erotics of Catholicism in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man,” Catholic Figures, Queer Narratives, ed. Lowell Gallagher, Frederick S. Roden, and Patricia Juliana Smith (Palgrave, 2006): 69-84.

 “Wilde and Religion,” Palgrave Advances in Oscar Wilde Studies, ed. Frederick S. Roden (Palgrave, 2004): 167-188.

“‘The Church’s Closet’: Confessionals, Victorian Catholicism, and the Crisis of Identification,” Passing: Essays in Identity and Interpretation, eds. María Carla Sánchez and Linda Schlossberg (New York University Press, 2001): 228-259.

Reviews 

Review of Claudia L. Johnson and Clara Tuite, eds., A Companion to Jane Austen (2009), Notes and Queries 57.1 (January 2010): 140-141.

Review of Maria LaMonaca, Masked Atheism: Catholicism and the Secular Victorian Home (2008), Victorian Studies 51.2 (Winter 2009): 352-354.

Review of Mark Canuel, Religion, Toleration, and British Writing, 1790-1830 (2002), Keats-Shelley Journal  55 (2006): 268-270.

Review of Elizabeth Siberry, The New Crusaders: Images of the Crusades in the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries (2000), Victorian Studies 44.3 (Spring 2002): 513-515.

Review of Stanley L. Jaki, Newman’s Challenge (2000), Nineteenth-Century Prose 29.1 (Spring 2002): 228-231.

“Finding a Way”, review of Wrestling With the Angel: Faith and Religion in the Lives of Gay Men, ed. Brian Bouldrey (1995), The Boston Book Review 2.7 (August 1995): 23.
“Knowing Their Nature,” review of Laura Argiri’s The God in Flight (1994), The Boston Book Review 2.5 (May 1995): 32.

 “No Fixed Perspective,” review of Louise Glück’s Proofs & Theories: Essays on Poetry (1994), The Boston Book Review 2.4 (April 1995): 22.

 “Aristocracy of Mind,” review of William Murphy’s Family Secrets: William Butler Yeats and His Family (1995), The Boston Book Review 2.3 (March 1995): 22.

In Progress

A book-length manuscript focusing on a series of nineteenth-century Protestant Irish writers, including Owenson, Maturin, Lever, Boucicault, and Yeats; in it, I analyze the persistent interest among these writers in a strategic forgetting or re-writing of the past in order to invent a new cultural history that responds to the otherwise seemingly intractable problems of contemporary Irish controversy.

Conference Papers and Presentations
“Fighting Irish: M. L. O’Byrne’s Battles,” “Fighting Victorians” (Northeast Victorian Studies Association Conference), Princeton University, April 2010.

“The ‘Mortal Sin Against Nature’: Becoming Queer, Becoming Catholic,” North American Victorian Studies Association Conference, University of Virginia, September 2005. 

“Queer Rites: Waugh’s ‘Scarlet Woman,’” “Deviance and Defiance” Conference (International Gothic Association Conference), Montreal, August 2005.

“Raising the Subject: Freud on The Mummy’s Couch,” “Placing Romanticism: Sites, Borders, Forms” (North American Society for the Study of Romanticism Conference), Fordham University, New York, August 2003; special sponsored session on “Placing Psychoanalysis in Nineteenth-Century Studies” (sponsored by the Literary Studies Program at Fordham University).

“Changing the Subject in Radcliffe and Maturin,” “Gothic Ex/Changes” Conference (International Gothic Association Conference), Liverpool Hope University College, Liverpool, July 2003.

“Lady Audley’s Domestic Gothic,” Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies Conference, London, July 2003.

“Glorvina’s Classroom: The Irish Education of The Wild Irish Girl,” Narrative Conference, Berkeley, March 2003.

“The ‘Mortal Sin Against Nature’: Victorian Catholicism and the Invention of Sexuality,” Modern Language Association Convention, New York, December 2002; session on “Historicizing Queer Practices,” organized by the Division on Gay and Lesbian Studies in Language and Literature.

“The Passion of St. Aubert: Veiled Threats in The Mysteries of Udolpho,” East Central/ American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, October 2001.

 “Crossing the Threshold: Dracula’s Catholicism as Cult and Culture,” “Gothic Cults and Gothic Cultures” Conference (International Gothic Association Conference), Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, June 2001.

“Radcliffe’s Black Veil: Opening Closure,” Princeton Eighteenth-Century Society Conference, Princeton University, May 2001.

“Morality and Style,” panel moderator, Modern Language Association Convention, Washington, DC, December 2000.

“Begetting Freud,” Narrative Conference, Atlanta, April 2000.

“Back to the Future: Gothic Dreams and Futurist Nightmares in Jane Loudon’s The Mummy!,” Nineteenth-Century Studies Association Conference, Marymount University, Arlington, Virginia, March 2000.

“Oxford’s Ghosts: Jude the Obscure and the End of the Gothic,” Modern Language Association Convention, Chicago, December 1999; session on “Gothic Modernisms” organized by the Division on Late-Nineteenth- and Early-Twentieth-Century English Literature.

“‘The Most Spectral of Them All’: Pater’s Haunted Communions,” Modern Language Association Convention, Chicago, December 1999; special session, which I organized, on “Flesh and Word: Sexuality and Sacramentalism in British Literature and Culture, 1870-1930.”

“Newman’s Gothic Apologia,” “Gothic Spirits, Gothic Flesh” Conference (International Gothic Association Conference), Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax, August 1999.

“Skeletons in the Cloister: Narrating Victorian Catholicism,” Narrative Conference, Dartmouth College, May 1999.

“Newman’s Irony: Unmasking the Confessional,” Modern Language Association Convention, San Francisco, December 1998.

“‘The Plain Words of Scripture’: Victorian Catholicism and the Crisis of the Manifest,” “Manifesto” Conference (graduate student conference), Harvard University, May 1998.

 “Wilde, the Confessional, and English Anti-Catholicism,” St. Charles Borromeo Conference on Catholicism in Literature, University of Arkansas (Little Rock), April 1998.

“‘The Cramped and Stiffened Structure’: Ruskin’s National and Sexual Topology,” “Terrains” Conference (graduate student conference), State University of New York at Stony Brook, March 1998.

“Victorian Secrets,” “Anonymity” Conference (graduate student conference), Harvard University, March 1997.
“Cultural Dirt,” “Dirt” Conference (graduate student conference), Harvard University, March 1996, opening remarks to the conference.

“St. Patrick’s Snakes: ‘Evacuation Day’ and the Politics of Public Space,” “Dirt” Conference (graduate student conference), Harvard University, March 1996.

Invited Lectures

“Claustrophilia in the Vampire Crypt,” Seminar dedicated to Claustrophilia, by Cary Howie, George Washington University Medieval and Early Modern Studies Institute, 13 November 2009.
“Epistemology of the Cloister: Sexing Victorian Catholicism,” Rutgers University, 30 April 2007; lecture sponsored jointly by the Nineteenth-Century Studies Group and the Sexuality Speakers Series.

“Why Words Matter,” Seminar in honor of Robert Kiely, Harvard University, 29 September 2006.

“The Mortal Sin Against Nature,” George Washington University Nineteenth-Century Studies Seminar, 18 February 2005.

“Evelyn Waugh’s Scarlet Woman,”  “Evelyn Waugh at 100: A Centennial Symposium,” Georgetown University, 24 October 2003.

Invited Lectures to Classes

Lecture on Mansfield Park to English 002 (First-year class: Interrogating Boundaries Within a Pluralistic World), Howard University, 2 December 2002.

Lecture on The Picture of Dorian Gray to English 772 (Graduate Seminar: Oscar Wilde’s Aesthetic Politics), Boston University, 7 February 2002.

Selected Teaching Experience

Modern British Novel


Works by Conrad, Forster, Joyce, Lawrence, Woolf, and others.



Spring 2008, Georgetown University

Nineteenth-Century Poetry

Works by John Keats, Christina Rossetti, Gerard Manley Hopkins, and others.



Fall 2006, Spring 2010, Georgetown University

The Gothic Novel and Its Aftermath (graduate seminar, undergraduate seminar, and 

undergraduate elective)
Novels by Walpole, Radcliffe, Lewis, Austen, Dacre, Maturin, Brontë, and Stoker.



Fall 2000, Fall 2002 (elective); Fall 2006, Spring 2010 (undergraduate 




seminar); Spring 2009 (graduate seminar), Georgetown University

Victorian Sexualities (graduate seminar and advanced undergraduate seminar)

Primary texts by Bloxam, Braddon, Carpenter, Havelock Ellis, Michael Field, Freud, Sarah Grand, Hopkins, James, Le Fanu, Levy, Pater, Raffalovich, Rossetti, Stoker, Swinburne, Wilde, and others;  critical and theoretical accounts by Craft, Cvetkovich, Foucault, Hanson, Kendrick, Kincaid, Mavor, Sedgwick, Walkowitz, and others.

Spring 2004, Fall 2010 (undergraduate seminar); Spring 2006, Spring 2008 


(graduate seminar), Georgetown University
Oscar Wilde and Late Victorian Culture (undergraduate course)



Spring 2006, Georgetown University
Critical Approaches to Jane Austen (graduate seminar)

Austen’s novels and criticism by Nancy Armstrong, Wayne Booth, Marilyn Butler, Terry Castle, Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar, George Haggerty, Claudia Johnson, Joseph Litvak, D.A. Miller, Paul Morrison, Karen Newman, Mary Poovey, Edward Said, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, among others.

Fall 2001, Fall 2003, Georgetown University

Jane Austen (undergraduate course)



Fall 2001, Spring 2005, Fall 2010, Georgetown University

Nineteenth-Century Women’s Literature


Works by Austen, Shelley, Hemans, Brontë, Braddon, Barrett Browning, Eliot, 

Rossetti, Michael Field, and Grand, among others.



Spring 2001, Spring 2005, Spring 2009, Georgetown University

Liberal Arts Seminar (intensive comprehensive humanities core course co-ordinated with 

instructors in History, Philosophy, and Theology, offered to select first-year undergraduate students)


Works by Austen, Shelley, Coleridge, Keats, Tennyson, Dickens, Barrett Browning, 

Browning, Eliot, Rossetti, Hardy, Stoker, and Conrad, among others.



Fall 2007, Fall 2008, Fall 2009, Georgetown University 

Novel and Nation in Nineteenth-Century Britain (introduction to 19th-century studies)


Works by Owenson, Scott, Brontë, Conrad, Kipling; critical and theoretical accounts 

by Benedict Anderson, Linda Colley, Mary Jean Corbett, Michael Ragussis, Anne McClintock, and others.



Fall 2004, Fall 2005, Georgetown University

Critical Reading and Writing: Interpretive Acts (introductory undergraduate course)

Works by Albee, Caryl Churchill, Dickinson, T.S. Eliot, Hopkins, Kingston, Pynchon, Shakespeare, Yeats, among others.

Fall 2001, Fall 2002, Fall 2003, Georgetown University

Texts and Contexts: Crime Fictions (introductory undergraduate course)

Works by Amis, Braddon, Browning, Highsmith, Morrison, Poe, Shakespeare, Updike, Wells, among others.

Fall 2000, Spring 2001, Georgetown University

The Nineteenth-Century British Novel


Novels by Austen, Scott, Eliot, Brontë, Dickens, Hardy, Conrad, Kipling.



Fall 1999, Fordham University

Sexual Transgression in Victorian Prose


Works by Brontë, Braddon, Grand, Gissing, Pater, Ellis, Wilde, Hardy, among others.



Spring 2000, Fordham University

Thesis Direction

M.A. Theses and Oral Exams

“Queer Children: Disruption and Anxiety in the Domestic Sphere” (Elizabeth Forney, 



Georgetown University, 2009-2010)


“In Suspense: The Supense Narrative and Everyday Trauma of the British Fin de 



Siècle” (Matt Bailey, Georgetown University, 2009-2010)


“Ghosts of Education: Rhetoric of Education in Women’s Novels, 1798-1815” 



(Melissa Bentley, Georgetown University, 2009-2010)

“Fantastic Creatures: Monstrous Feminism in Four Nineteenth-Century Novels” 



(Kimberly Hall, Georgetown University, 2008-2009)


“A British Ireland, or The Limits of Race and Hybridity in Maria Edgeworth’s 



Novels” (Kimberly Clarke, Georgetown University, 2008-2009)

“Other Women: Photographs by Julia Margaret Cameron and Lady Hawarden” 

(Rachana Vajjhala, Georgetown University, 2006-2007)

“Mothers Out of Bounds: The Treatment of Maternal ‘Aberrations’ in Mrs. Henry 

Wood’s Fiction” (Barbara Hancock, Georgetown University 2005-2006)

Senior Honors Theses

“‘In Space Things Touch, in Time Things Part’: Spatiality and Temporality in E. M. Forster’s Howards End, Maurice, and A Passage to India,” senior thesis in English (Joshua Michael Dillon, Georgetown University, 2008-2009)

“Shattering Her Silence: An Examination of the Nineteenth-Century Journey of the Female Orphan,” senior thesis in English (Nicole Schneidman, Georgetown University, 2008-2009)

“Charlotte Brontë and Nathaniel Hawthorne: Gazing into the Gothic,” senior thesis in English (Aubrey Guthrie, Georgetown University, 2007-2008)

“Beyond the Drawing Room: Female Negotiations of Space in Northanger Abbey and Persuasion,” senior thesis in English (Christine Roberts, Georgetown University, 2005-2006)

“The Quadruple Alliance: Intimacy in the Letters of Thomas Gray, Horace Walpole, 

Richard West, and Thomas Ashton,” senior thesis in English (Christopher Grodecki, Georgetown University, 2004-2005)


“The Eternal Outcast: Queer Directions from Wilde to Haynes,” senior thesis in 

comparative literature; received honors with distinction (Katrine Lvovskaya, 

Georgetown University, 2003-2004)

Other Theses


“The Chosen One(s): An Examination of Feminist Alliances in Joss Whedon’s Buffy 



the Vampire Slayer (Suzy Chen, senior thesis in Women’s and Gender Studies, 



Georgetown University, Spring 2010)


“We Are Family: Divas, Queens, and Black Women in a White Gay Man’s World” 

(Dana Campbell, senior thesis in Women’s and Gender Studies, Georgetown 

University, Spring 2006; co-advisor)

Oral Examinations
M.A. Oral Exams


“From My Sickbed: Writing and Reading Illness, from Coleridge to Hemans” 



(Georgetown University, Spring 2009)


“Gendered Glances: The Male Gaze(s) in Victorian English Literature” (Georgetown 



University, Spring 2009)


“In the Name of the Mother: A Post-Colonial Reading of Portrayals of Gender in Irish 



Fiction” (Georgetown University, Spring 2009)


“Oscar Wilde’s Plays” (Georgetown University, Spring 2008)


“‘Insignificant Exterior’: Nature in the Writing of Virginia Woolf” (Georgetown 



University, Spring 2008)


“Beyond the Postgay: Trauma and the Retreat from AIDS in Late 1990s Gay Fiction”



(Georgetown University, Spring 2008)


“Traumatized Masculinity: Queering the Male Body in American Naturalism” 



(Georgetown University, Spring 2008)


“Female Constructions of Domesticity: The Problem of Empire” (Georgetown 



University, Spring 2008)


“Sallies and Sailors: Reading Humor in Austen Through O’Brian” (Georgetown 



University, Spring 2008)


“Lost Time: Queer Modernism and the National Imaginary” (Georgetown University, 



Spring 2007)


“By Another Lady: Sequels and Other Austen-Inspired Texts in the Jane Austen Fan 



Community” (Georgetown University, Fall 2006)


“Henry James, Oscar Wilde, and Crimes of Writing” (Georgetown University, Spring 



2006)


“Savitri as Feminist: Reading Toru Dutt” (Georgetown University, Spring 2006)


“Journalists and Jews: Constructing Anglo-Jewry in the Jewish Chronicle, 1855-1878” 



(Georgetown University, Spring 2005)


“Writing Jane Austen in the Twenty-First Century” (Georgetown University, Spring 



2005)


“Shakespeare and Lacan” (Georgetown University, Spring 2003) 


“Reading Homosexuality in British Decadent Literature” (Georgetown University, 



Fall 2002)

Ph.D. Oral Exams


External examiner for a PhD thesis on Victorian poetry and post-colonial and gender 



theory (University of Maryland, Spring 2009)

Other Oral Exams

External examiner for a senior thesis on the topic of Robert Louis Stevenson and 


Aesthetic narrative (George Washington University: Enosinian Scholars Program, Spring 2006)  

Fellowships and Awards
Sonya Rudikoff Award for the best Victorian book by a first-time author, Northeast Victorian 


Studies Association, 2006, for Catholicism, Sexual Deviance, and Victorian Gothic 


Culture
Georgetown University Summer Research Grant, 2001, 2006

Virginia Graham Healey Research Fellowship for Excellence in English, Georgetown University, 2002-2003

Georgetown University Department of English Competitive Teaching Reduction Fellowship, 2002-2004

Georgetown University Junior Faculty Research Fellowship Leave, Spring 2002

Boston Ruskin Prize, for the best essay on the life and work of John Ruskin, Department of English, Harvard University, 1999

Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities, 1992-1998

Jacob K. Javits Fellowship, United States Department of Education, 1992-1996

Harvard College Graduate National Scholarship, 1992-1999

Mellon Summer Research Fellowship, 1996

Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning, Harvard University, 1995, 1996, 1998, 1999

Dexter Traveling Fellowship, Harvard University, Summer 1995

Phi Beta Kappa, 1991

Academic Service and Professional Activities
Departmental Service

Executive Committee, 2002-2003, 2007-2008

Honors Committee, Chair, 2007-2010; Co-Chair, 2004-2006

PhD Task Force, 2006-2009

Curriculum Committee, 2004-2005, 2009-2010; Chair, Fall 2006

Merit Review Committee, Fall 2006, Fall 2009

Ad-hoc Committee on Gateway courses, Summer 2005

Ad-hoc Academic Appeals Committee, September 2001, May 2005

Hiring Committee (tenure track position in sexuality and gender studies), 2003-2004

Hiring Committee (tenure track position in critical race studies), 2002-2003

Intellectual Life Committee, Fall 2001

University Service

Provost’s Working Group on General Education, 2010

Provost’s Task Force on the Future of the Curriculum, 2007-2009

Faculty Senate, 2006-2012

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Faculty Research Review Committee, 2007-2009

Georgetown University LGBTQ Committee, 2008-10

Georgetown College First-Year Admissions Committee, 2007-2008

Faculty Interviewer for a Staff Psychologist position focusing on the needs of the LGBTQ 


university community (Counseling and Psychiatric Services), Spring 2008

New Student Orientation Prelude Program session leader, Fall 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010

Oxford Program (study-abroad) interviewer, Fall 2006, 2007, 2009

Inclusive Teaching and Learning Seminar, faculty advisor, Spring 2006

Main Campus Executive Faculty, 2003-2005

Orientation for new faculty teaching Humanties and Writing courses, August 2003, 2004, 


2005

Academic Appeals Board, January 2001; January 2004

Rhodes Scholarship Advising Committee, November 2003

Professional Activities

Washington Area Romanticist Group, co-coordinator, 2005-present

Washington Area Romanticist Group (Georgetown representative), 2002-present

Crompton-Noll Award Selection Committee (award for best essay in lesbian and gay studies 


administered through the MLA’s Lesbian and Gay Caucus), 2006, 2007, 2008 


(Committee Chair) 

Society for the Study of Narrative Literature Conference Planning Committee, 2006-2007

Organized a panel for the Modern Language Association on “Flesh and Word: Sexuality and 


Sacramentalism in British Literature and Culture, 1870-1930,” December 1999

Conference Coordinator, The English Institute, Harvard University, 1996-1998

Outside reader of proposals and typescripts for Oxford University Press, Ashgate 


Publishing Company, and Victorian Review, 2001-2008

Memberships

International Gothic Association

Modern Language Association

North American Society for the Study of Romanticism

North American Victorian Studies Association

Society for the Study of Narrative Literature

