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R. NICHOLAS PALARINO, Ph.D.

US House of Representatives

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform

B-350A Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515 
(O) 202-225-5074
(H) 301-464-5311

EDUCATION

Ph.D., World Politics, The Catholic University of America (2002)

M.A., International Affairs, The Catholic University of America (1997)

M.M.A.S., International Relations, CGSC (1980)

B.A., Political Science/History, Western Kentucky University (1976)
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

As Senior Investigator and Policy Advisor assists the US House of Representatives Committee on Oversight and Government Reform with the review of government agencies and programs including the Departments of Defense, State, and Homeland Security and Central Intelligence Agency focusing on national security issues such as homeland security, counterterrorism, Iraq reconstruction, arms control, technology transfer, and force protection.

As the Staff Director for the Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats and International Relations, Committee on Government Reform, Dr. Palarino supervised a staff that oversees government agencies including the Departments of Defense, State, and Homeland Security, and the Central Intelligence Agency focusing on national security issues such as counterterrorism, reconstruction of Iraq, arms control, technology transfer, and force protection.  Since April 2003, Dr. Palarino has been to Iraq fourteen times conducting oversight for the US House of Representatives.

As a Senior Policy Analyst with the Subcommittee on National Security, 

Emerging Threats, and International Relations, Committee on Government Reform, 

Dr. Palarino assists in providing oversight of various government agencies including the Departments of Defense, State, and Homeland Security, and the Central Intelligence Agency focusing on national security issues such as counterterrorism, reconstruction of Iraq, arms control, technology transfer, and force protection.

At Veridian-Pacific-Sierra Research Company, Dr. Palarino was Director of Policy, Security, and Technology Analysis and responsible for daily contract management, oversight of consultants, coordination of teaming arrangements, and business development for contracts totaling over $1.5M. He directed a staff providing support to government agencies such as the Department of Defense, Department of Energy, Department of State, and the Intelligence Community across the broad spectrum of national security issues, including counterproliferation, arms control policy, treaty implementation and countermeasures, and technology transfer. He and his staff also provided analysis concerning foreign interest in US critical technologies as well as US and Russian defense and foreign policy issues.

As the Deputy Special Adviser to the President and Secretary of State for Arms Control Matters, Dr. Palarino developed policy and strategy and directly participated in US‑USSR summit and ministerial meetings. He conducted diplomatic consultative visits to Tokyo, Beijing, Seoul, and several European capitals explaining and promoting US policy. He engaged in negotiations with representatives of the former Soviet Union during the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) negotiations and the third 5-year review of the Antiballistic Missile Treaty. He briefed members of Congress on US policy and incorporated their views into that policy. Dr. Palarino also participated in and presented a paper on the future of the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) at the International Herald Tribune's European Conference in Paris. 

As a strategic policy planner for the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) at the INF negotiations in Geneva, Switzerland, Dr. Palarino formulated US policy and official instructions for the US delegations and negotiated with representatives of the former Soviet Union. He participated in discussions with representatives of the North Atlantic Council on the Nuclear and Space Talks. He also participated in several Joint Military Staff discussions between the United States and the Federal Republic of Germany, presenting concept analysis studies on security issues.

As Special Assistant to the Deputy Director for International Negotiations, JCS, 

Dr. Palarino monitored US participation in arms control negotiations, including the INF negotiations, the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) negotiations, the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), the Chemical Weapons negotiations, and the Mutual and Balanced Force Reduction (MBFR) negotiations. He briefed the JCS on the status of these negotiations and directly participated in the evaluation of the “walk in the woods” formula for the INF negotiations.

As the JCS Representative to the CSCE, Dr. Palarino formulated and analyzed US and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) positions. He participated in discussions with foreign representatives of the 35-nation forum and advised the US Ambassador to the CSCE on national security requirements.

As an officer in the US Army, Dr. Palarino served in a variety of command and staff positions, including Executive Officer/Platoon Commander for a combat assault helicopter company and as an Operations Officer for a helicopter battalion engaged in counterinsurgency combat operations in the Republic of Vietnam. He trained and evaluated both US and Vietnamese helicopter pilots. He monitored, trained and supervised reserve components participating in training exercises and programs, which included the command and control communications equipment, the World Wide Military Command and Control System, and the First US Army Emergency Operations Center. He has also supervised, trained, and coordinated the activities of nine detachments of US personnel providing technical training and assistance to Greek Armed Forces personnel.

SPECIAL STUDIES

John C. Stennis Congressional Staff Fellow

Command and General Staff College, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas

Field Artillery Officer Advanced Course, Ft. Sill, Oklahoma

Rotary Wing Aviator Course, Ft. Rucker, Alabama

PUBLICATIONS

Dr. Palarino has written numerous classified publications in addition to the following:

Domestic Influences on United States Arms Control Verification Policy, UMI, February 2002.

In Search of Priorities, Leadership, and Strategy, US Army War College, April 2001. 

Defense Intelligence Agency Counterproliferation Plan (U), June 1998.

Foreign Ownership, Control, and Influence (FOCI) Technology Transfer Risk Assessment, PSR Report 2522, February 1996.

Treaty Technology Transfer Model, PSR Report 2448, April 1994.

“The Evolution and Ramifications of the US Decision to Advocate the CWC Challenge Inspection Regime,” paper presented at the Fourth Annual Arms Control and Verification Conference, Dallas, Texas, October 1993.

Foreign Acquisition Strategy Model, PSR Report 2358, April 1993.
The Chemical Weapons Negotiations (U), PSR Report 2091, May 1991 (Classified).

The Implications of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty on Space Launch Operations (U), PSR Report 2089, February 1991 (Classified).

“Can an INF Strategy Apply to SNF?” Defense News, 20 July 1990.

Arms Control Negotiations (U), PSR Report 2009, November 1989 (Classified).

“Arms Control Hinges on Consensus,” Defense News, 20 March 1989.

“The Future of the Strategic Defense Initiative,” paper presented at the International Herald Tribune European Conference, Paris, France, November 1986.
US CONGRESS OVERSIGHT HEARINGS

Dr. Palarino has been directly responsible for preparation of the following hearings for the Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats, and International Relations, Committee on Government Reform.  Memorandums written by Dr. Palarino and witness testimony for the hearing can be found on the Internet at http://reform.house.gov/ns.

A New Assessment of Iraq, April 25, 2006
International Maritime Security II: Law Enforcement, Passenger Security and Incident Investigation on Cruise Ships, March 7, 2006

International Maritime Security, December 13, 2005.

Iraq: Perceptions, Realities and Cost to Complete, October 18, 2005.
Combating Terrorism: National Security Subcommittee Hearing on Fostering Democracy in the Middle East, May 17, 2005.
Iraqi Security Forces, March 14, 2005.
Combating Terrorism: The 9/11 Commission Recommendations and the National Strategies, September 22, 2004. 

Iraq Reconstruction: Winning the Hearts and Minds in Iraq, June 15, 2004.

Combating Terrorism: Training and Equipping Reserve Component Forces, May 11, 2004.

Homeland Security Advisory System: Threat Codes and Public Responses, March 16, 2004.

Combating Terrorism: Chemical Plant Security, February 23, 2004.

Combating Terrorism: Effective Strategies Against Terrorism, February 3, 2004.

Combating Terrorism: Preparing and Funding First Responders, September 9, 2003.
Humanitarian Assistance Following Military Operations: Overcoming Barriers—Part II, July 18, 2003.

Humanitarian Assistance Following Military Operations: Overcoming Barriers, 

May 13, 2003.

Homeland Defense: Old Force Structures for New Mission, April 29, 2003

Combating Terrorism: A Proliferation of Strategies, March 3, 2003

Homeland Security: Finding the Nuclear Needle in the Cargo Container Haystack, November 18, 2002.
Combating Terrorism: Nuclear Terrorism, September 24, 2002.

Homeland Security: Facilitating Trade and Securing Seaports, August 5, 2002.

Homeland Security: Protecting Strategic Seaports, July 23, 2002. 

Missile Defense: A New Organization, Evolutionary Technologies, and Unrestricted Testing, July 16, 2002. 

Biological Weapons Convention Protocol: Status and Implications, June 5, 2001.

Combating Terrorism: Improving the Federal Response, June 11, 2002. 

Combating Terrorism: Axis of Evil, Multilateral Containment or Unilateral Confrontation, April 16, 2002.

Combating Terrorism: Protecting the United States, Part II, March 21, 2002.

Combating Terrorism: Protecting the United States, Part I, March 12, 2002.

Combating Terrorism: Assessing the Threat of a Biological Weapons Attack, October 12, 2001.

Combating Terrorism: Knowing the Enemy, October 11, 2001 (Briefing).

Combating Terrorism: Selected Challenges and Related Recommendations, October 3, 2001 (Briefing). 

Federal Interagency Data Sharing and National Security, July 24, 2001. 

Combating Terrorism: Federal Response to a Biological Weapons Attack, July 23, 2001.

Biological Weapons Convention Protocol: Status and Implications, July 10, 2001.

Biological Weapons Convention: Status and Implications, June 5, 2002.

Combating Terrorism: Options to Improve the Federal Response, April 24, 2002.

Combating Terrorism: In Search of a National Strategy, March 27, 2001.

Biological Weapons Convention Protocol: Status and Implications, September 13, 2001.

National Missile Defense: Test Failures and Technology Development, September 8, 2000.

Combating Terrorism: Assessing Threats, Risk Management, and Establishing Priorities, July 26, 2000.

Force Protection: Current Individual Protective Equipment, June 21, 2000.

DoD Chemical and Biological Defense Program: Management and Oversight, May 24, 2000.
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