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I.
EDUCATION
· Ph.D with Summa Cum Laude, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology (Dissertation Title: Iranian Transit Migrants in Turkey: Identity, Religion, and Social Networks). 

· MA with Magna Cum Laude in Cultures and Development, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, the Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, (Thesis: Turkish Immigrant Women in Belgium and the Mother-Child Project in the Context of Adaptation to the Host Society.)

II.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

· Member of American Anthropological Association (AAA).

· Adjunct Professor at the BMW Center for German and European Studies, School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University.

· Adjunct Professor at American University, School of International Service. 

· Visiting scholar at the Institute for the Study of International Migration (ISIM), Georgetown University. 

· Participant in Managing Complexities Seminar: Shaping the Future of Emergency Relief and Humanitarian Organizations. Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., July 10 - 29, 2005. 

· Earned a substantial grant in 2004 from a leading Turkish non-governmental organization (TESEV) and MiReKoc – Migration Research Centre at Koc University, Istanbul, Turkey, to carry out research on Turkish skilled migrants in the USA (completed on May 1, 2006). 

· Instructor at Bilkent University, Ankara, Turkey between 2002-2004 and 1996-1998.

· TA at the Catholic University of Leuven, and lectured on Ethnography and Mediterranean Cultures during the 2001-2002 academic year. 

· Worked as a volunteer in immigrant women’s associations in Hamburg, Germany and Brussels, Belgium.

· Member of KA-DER, an NGO aiming to increase women’s participation in Turkish politics. 

· Between 1989-91, worked as the principal interviewer at the Turkish TV channel, TRT-2, for the cultural program, Gunebakis.

III.
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

· “Iranian Transit Migrants in Turkey”, KOLOR, Journal on Moving Communities, Special Issue: Exile and Transit, 4 (1): 17-31, 2004.

· “Migrations Illegales en Turquie: Analyse des tendances et enjeux nouveaux.” (Illegal Migrations in Turkey: Analysis of new trends), in A. Manco (ed.) Turquie: Nouveaux Horizons Migratoires, Universitė de Liege, 2004, pp. 109-117.

· “Labour Outcomes of Irregular Migration and Human Trafficking in Turkey: Forced Labour or not?” Working Paper, International Labour Organization: Geneva, Switzerland, June 2005, 107 p. (to be published as a book in 2007). 

·   “Conversion as a Migration Strategy in a Transit Country: Iranian Shiites Becoming Christians in Turkey,” International Migration Review, 40 (4): 817-853, 2006. 

· “Health and Well-Being Away from Homeland: Turkish ‘Imported’ Brides in Western Europe and Bodily Expressions”, (in Turkish), in Roots and Roads: The Migration Processes in Turkey, Bilgi University Publications, February 2007. 

· “Do Brains Really Go Down the Drain? Turkish Highly Skilled Migration to the U.S. and the Brain Drain Debate in Turkey,” Revue Europėenne des Migrations Internationales (REMI), 22 (3): 79-108, 2007. 

· “What’s God got to do with it? The role of religion in the internal dynamic of migrants’ networks”, REMM: French Journal in Social Sciences, Special Issue, South to South Migration: The Forced Stop in the Arab and Muslim World, (forthcoming in 2007). 

· “Re-Thinking Social Networks and Social Capital in International Migration,” International Migration, accepted for publication (forthcoming). 

· “Turkish Highly Skilled Migration to the United States: New Findings and Policy Recommendations,” to be published by Bilgi University Publications, Istanbul in 2008. 
· “How Would You Like Your Turkish Coffee? Adjusting Turkish Immigration and Asylum Policies to the EU With a View to Accession,” under review, submitted to a peer-reviewed journal. 

· “The Role of Turkish American Associations in Creating a Transnational Identity” under review, submitted to a peer-reviewed journal. 
· Guest Editor in Turkish Studies journal, Turkish immigrant organizations and political participation in Western Europe and North America (forthcoming in 2009). 
· “Turks”, “Uyghurs” and “Meskhetians” in J. S. Olson and B. A. Olson (eds) On the Move: The Encyclopaedia of immigration, migration, and nativism in United States history.  A four volume, one million word reference work to be published in New York (2009-2012) by Facts-on-File.


IV.
RESEARCH INTERESTS

Research interests include the relationship between development and migration, the role of religion in international migration, Islam and gender in the Middle East, kinship and socio-political organizations in Turkey, forced migrants, and transnationalism. 

V.
SELECTIVE INVITED CONFERENCES

· Conference on Social Diversity and Muslim Communities in Europe Today, organized by Center for German and European Studies, Brandeis University and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, October 10-11, 2007, presented a paper on Turkish Immigrant Women in Germany.

· Conference on Immigration and Cultural Exchange: German Jewish Presences in the US and Post-Cold War Germany, organized by the Center for European Studies, New York University, Leo Baeck Institute, and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, between March 25-27, 2007. Presented a paper on “Jewish Communities in the US throughout history and Muslim immigrants in Europe”. 

· Presentation with Dr. John J. Grabowski, from Case Western Reserve University, on “Turkish Immigration to the United States: A Historical Perspective”, at Georgetown University, on October 11, 2006, sponsored by the Institute for the Study of International Migration, Georgetown University.

· Congreso International de Migracion, organized by CIESAS and Universidad IberoAmericana, in Mexico City, 5-7 October, 2006. Presented a paper titled “A Comparative Analysis of Mexico and Turkey: Migration Experiences of Two Developing Countries”. 

· Presentation with Dr. Bulent Gulcubuk, from Ankara University, Turkey, on “Women in Migration from Rural Turkey”, in Washington, DC, on April 19, 2006, sponsored by HasNa and the Institute for the Study of International Migration, Georgetown University. 

· 11th Annual World Convention of the Association for the Study of Nationalities, Nationalism in an Age of Globalization, 23-25 March 2006, Columbia University, NYC. Presented a paper titled “How would you like your Turkish coffee? Adjusting Turkey’s Immigration and Asylum Policies to the European Union in the course of Accession”. 

· Presentation on “Dynamics of Religion in International Migration: The Case of Iranians in Turkey,” at Georgetown University, on February 17, 2006, sponsored by the Institute for the Study of International Migration, The Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, and the BMW Center for German and European Studies, Georgetown University. 

· Invited to the Regional Conference on “Migrants in Transit Countries: Sharing Responsibility for Management and Protection”, Istanbul, 30 September - 1 October 2004, organized by Council of Europe.

· 5th Mediterranean Social and Political Research Meeting in Montecatini Terme and Florence, Italy between March 24-28, 2004. Presented a paper on “Iranian Transit Migrants in Turkey and Reconstruction of Identity”. 

VI.
 LANGUAGES 

· Turkish: Mother tongue.

· English: Fluent.

· French: Working knowledge (read, speak and write)

· German: Working knowledge (read and speak)

