Curriculum Vitae

Name:

William C. Olsen

Education:
Ph.D. in Anthropology, 1998: Michigan State University.



M.A. in Anthropology, University of Rochester.



M.L.S.  Library Science: Brigham Young University.

Dissertation:
“Healing, Personhood and Power: A History of Witch-Finding in Asante.”

Research:
West Africa, Mediterranean; Ethno-medicine; Personhood and the Life Span; Healing the Body; Religion; Medical Pluralism; Political Economy of Health; Colonialism.

Teaching
Strengths:
Medical Anthropology; Political Economy of Health; Birth, Death and Dying; Anthropology of Violence; Religious Organization and Experience; Ethnographic analysis; Historical Sources; Africa; Mediterranean.

Teaching

Experience:
1999-2005.  Adjunct Assistant Professor.  Anthropology and African Studies;  Brigham Young University.


2006-present.  Adjunct faculty.  Anthropology and African Studies.  Georgetown University.

Library

Experience:
2006-present.  Principal Social Sciences Bibliographer.  Georgetown University.

Scholarships: 
Tuition scholarship, University of Rochester.


Graduate student stipend, University of Rochester.

Field Grants:
Van Pelt Field Grant, BYU; 1979.



Walker Hill International Studies Center Grant, M.S.U. 1994.



Department of Anthropology Graduate Stuent Award, MSU, 1997.



Kennedy Center Foreign Studies Grant, BYU. 2002-2006.

Fieldwork:
1979: Southeastern Sicily.



1994: London and Ghana.



1995: Kumasi, Ghana.



1996-1997 (December and January): Cambridge and Ghana.



2002: Ghana (professor-student mentor expedition).



2003: Ghana (professor-student mentor expedition).



2004: Ghana (professor-student mentor expedition).



2005: Ghana (professor-student mentor expedition).

Teaching
Experience:
Introduction to Socio-cultural Anthropology



Men, Women, and the Culture of Gender.



Anthropology of Religion.



Peoples of the Mediterranean.



Political and Legal Institutions.



Comparative World Religions.



Religious Organization and Experience in Africa.



History and Culture of Colonialism in Africa.



African Intellectual History.



African Civilizations.



World Civilization since 1500.



World Civilization prior to 150..



Medical Anthropology.



Peoples and Cultures of Africa.



Introduction to African Studies.



Modern African History: 1800-Present.



Medical Pluralism in Africa.



Ethnographic Imagination.



Systems of Kinship and Marriage.



Anthropology of Violence: Genocide, War, and Terrorism.

Appointments:
Acting Head – African Studies Program / Kennedy Center. BYU (2000-2005).

Publications:
“Children for Death: Money, Wealth and Witchcraft Suspicion in Asante.” Cahiers d”Etudes Africaines. September, 2002.


“The Empire Strikes Back: Colonial “Discipline” and the Creation of Civil Society in Asante, 1906-1940.” History in Africa, 2003.


“The Age of Evil: Intention, Suffering and Justice in a West African Town.”  Journal of Religion in Africa. (under review)


“Health and Human Disservices: Witchcraft Trials in Colonial Asante.” (in preparation)


“The Medical Continuum:  Medical Pluralism in Asante.” (In preparation)

Papers

Delivered:
1995.  “Illness, Power and Witchcraft in West African History: some examples from Asante.”  AAA.

1998. “Mythical Realities:  (doma(nkama and the (Re)creation of Asante History.”  African Studies Association. 

1999. “Witchcraft Explains Fortunate Events: Commodities, Wealth and Witch-Finding in Colonial Asante.” AAA

2001.  “Sunsum, Therapy, and the Asante Body.”  AAA (Session Chair)

2002.  “Medical Pluralism in Mampong, Asante.”  AAA

2006. “Evil in Asante.”  African Studies Association.
Professional

Association:
American Anthropological Association.



African Studies Association.



American Ethnological Association.



Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland.
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