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Education

  Ph. D. in English, George Washington University, 1995.

Dissertation:  From Comfort Women to Women Warriors: Domesticity, Motherhood, and Women's Labor in the Discourse of Colonialism.

  M.A. in English, Seoul National University, 1984. 

Thesis: Realism and Social Change: Literacy and Education in Thomas Hardy’s Jude the Obscure and The Return of the Native
  B.A. Seoul National University, 1982.  Summa cum laude


Major in English.   Presidential Prize in English.

Teaching Positions

Georgetown University, Washington, DC

Visiting Assistant Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies Program (2004- )

The George Washington University, Washington, DC


Assistant Professor of English, Non-tenure Track (1995-2000)

Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA
Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Humanities (1997-1999)

Academic Honors and Awards


Georgetown University, Washington, DC


Faculty Summer Research Grant, Summer 2009


Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA


Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship in Humanities, 1997-9

The George Washington University, Washington, DC

              University Fellowship, 1989-92



 Distinction, Comprehensive Examination, 1990

Selected Publications

I. Book

War on Women: Militarism, Gender, and Human Rights. Work in progress.

Co-editor with Henry Schwarz, Intersections: Postcolonial American Studies.  Interventions: International Studies of Postcolonial Studies special issue, Routledge, 2004.

Co-editor with Rajeswari Sunder Rajan, The Postcolonial Jane Austen. London and New York: Routledge, 2000. 

Co-translator:  Mikhail Bakhtin.  The Dialogic Imagination. (Seoul:  Creation and Criticism, 1988).

II. Refereed Articles, Book Chapters

“Agency, Memory, and Apology: Performing Forgiveness.” Postcolonial Studies Reader. Robert Young and Rajeswari Sunder Rajan Eds. (London and New York: Routledge, 2009)

“Rekindling the Flame: Reading Gender and Resistance in Korean Prison Literature.” Pre/Text Special issue on prison literacy, 2004.  

“Gendering Resistance, Domesticating Violence in Third World Women’s Literature.”  India Journal of Gender Studies, 9:2 (2002), 165-181.

“Comforting the Nation: ‘Comfort Women,’ the Politics of Apology and the Workings of Gender.”  Internventions: International Studies of Postcolonial Studies II.2.  Homi K. Bhabha and Rajeswari Sunder Rajan Eds. (London and New York: Routledge, 2000), 199-211. 

"Fathers’ Daughters: Critical Realism examines Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice." The Postcolonial Jane Austen.  You-me Park and Rajeswari Sunder Rajan Eds.  (London and New York: Routledge, 2000), 205-217.

“Postcolonial Feminism/ Postcolonialism and Feminism.” (Co-authored with Rajeswari Sunder Rajan) Postcolonial Studies Reader. Henry Schwarz and Sangeetha Ray Eds. (New York: Blackwell,1999), 53-71.

"Boundaries of Violence: Representations of Women's Sexuality and Labor in Picture Bride."  Body Matters. Avril Horner and Angela Keene Eds. (Manchester: University of Manchester Press,1999)

"Native Daughters in the Promised Land: Gender, Race, and the Question of Separate Spheres."  Co-authored with Gayle Wald.  American Literature 70:3 (September 1998), 607-633.  Reprinted in Counterpublics. Ed. Mike Hill (London and New York: Verso, 2001).

"Working Women and 'the Ontology of Collective Subject': (Post)Coloniality and the Representation of Female Subjectivities in Hyon, Kiyong's Island in Wind."  Dangerous Women: Korean Nationalist Movements and Feminism.  Elaine Kim and Chungmoo Choi, eds. (New York: Routledge, 1997) 203-21.

"Against Metaphor: Gender, Violence, and Decolonization in Korean Nationalist Literature."  In Pursuit of Contemporary East Asian Culture.  Xiaobing Tang and Stephen Snyder eds. (Boulder: Westview, 1996) 33-47.

"'And They Would Start Again': Women and Struggle in Postcolonial Korea."  Positions: East Asia Cultures Critique 3.2 (1995) 392-414.

Selected Scholarly Presentation

I. Invited Talks

“Welfare, Agency, and Shame: Articulating Korean ‘Comfort Women’ in the Era of Biopolitics.” Feminists Theorizing the State, University of Toronto, March 2009

“Biopolitics, Female Population, and Sexual Violence: Discerning Gender in Vita.” Georgetown University Critical Theory Group Symposium, Washington, DC, April 2008

“Comfort Women and Mother India: Female Colonial Subjects and Resistance.” New York University Postcolonial Studies Special Panel, New York, October 2007

“The Global Gag Rule and the War on Terror: Militarism, Reproductive Health, and Women’s Human Rights.” Plenary session at the Oxford University Symposium on Postcolonial feminism, Oxford, UK, June 2006

“Comfort Woman and Yellow: Gender and Imagined Mobility in Korean American Literature.” Celebrating 100 years of Korean American Literature, George Washington University, Washington, DC, October 2003. 

"Autonomy and Female Subjectivities in Postcolonial Korean Literature."  Plenary session at the International Conference on Korean Literature and Women, Los Angeles, CA, October 1996.

"Against Metaphors: Women's Bodies and Discourse of Colonialism."  Plenary session at the International Conference on East Asia Culture and Politics, Boulder, CO, April 1994.

II. Selected Conference Paper

“Realizing Comfort Women: Double Suicides and Female Colonial Subjects.” The Hit of the Real: International Conference on Postcolonial Studies, New York University, NY, March 2008

“Specters of the Mother/Laborer: Rereading Class, Citizenship, and Consumption in Picture Bride.” American Studies Association annual meeting, Seattle, November 1998.

"Boundaries of Violence: Gendered Subjectifications and Migrancy in Asian/Asian-American Women’s Writings." Identifying Feminisms, Manchester, England, September 1996.

"The Collector of Treasures: Female Migratory Subjects, Violence and Postcoloniality." MLA [Modern Language Association] annual meeting, Chicago, December 1995.

"Colonial/Postcolonial Women: Where Are They?"  The International Conference on Postcoloniality and Psychoanalysis, Washington, DC, October 1995.

"Motherhood and Imperialism in Mary Wollstonecraft's The Wrongs of Woman, or Maria." American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies annual meeting, Providence, April 1993.

Academic Service


National and Regional

Regional editor (Asia), Interventions: International Journal of Postcolonial Studies (Routledge)
Reader/Reviewer: Position: East Asia Culture Critique (Duke University Press).

University and Departmental
Curriculum Committee, Women’s and Gender Studies Program, Georgetown University, 2006-Present

Faculty advisor, Critical Theory Group, Georgetown University, 2005-Present

Curriculum Committee, English Department, George Washington University, 1999-2000

